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Cameroon 


Minister on Censorship, Communications Policy 


AB2212091489 Paris AFP in French 1628 GMT 
20 Dec 89 


[Excerpts] Yaounde, 20 Dec (AFP)}—Henri Bandolo, 
Camroonian minister of information and culture, has 
said that censorship prior to the publicaion of private 
Cameroonian and foreign press is due to the present 
situation of the “democratic game”’ in Cameroon. The 
minister, who stated this yesterday evening at a news 
conference to inaugurate “national communications 
week,” challenged the use of the word “censorship” and 
used “administrative control of the press’ which, 
according to him, defines “clearly the importance of 
social dialogue” and “‘freedom of information.” 


Touching on respect for the ethics and rules of the 
profession by journalists and all the partners of social 
communications,“ Mr Bandolo expressed regret that 
some journalists contribute to disinformation and intox- 
ication, “if not outright provocation.“ [passage omitted] 


Concerning the possible establishment of private radios, 
the minister disclosed that the law permits deviations 
from the monopoly granted to the “Cameroon Radio 
and Television Network,” but that as of now, his Min- 
istry has not yet received any request to establish an 
independent radio or television service. 


The planned establishment of an institute of arts, a 
national museum, and a national library has been post- 
poned due to the difficult economic situation, he also 
declared: 


It will be recalled that this news conference, the first of a 

series of activities to be undertaken by all the ministries, 

falls in line with the government’s new communications 
policy, defined by the president of the Republic. 


Equatorial Guinea 


Talks Conducted With U.S. on Nontoxic Waste 


AB2312201889 Paris AFP in French 0830 GMT 
23 Dec 89 


[Text] Malabo, 23 Dec (AFP)}—Equatorial Guinea may 
accept in its territory household waste from the East 
Coast of the United States, it was learned from reliable 
sources in Malabo. Negotiations to this effect are said to 
have taken place recently between authorities of Equa- 
torial Guinea and the United States. 


It was stressed in certain economic circles in Malabo that 
the waste in question is completely nontoxic. It will be 
Strictly a question of household waste and not, the 
authorities explained, nuclear waste, hospital waste, or 
toxic industrial waste. 
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This waste, mainly from the New York region, will 
allegedly arrive in carefully compressed blocks trans- 
ported by ships and will be buried in grounds specially 
prepared for this purpose. These grounds are said to be 
not far from Bata, the main town of the continental part 
of the country, between Gabon and Cameroon. 


The United States, especially the New York region, 
which have run out of ways to get rid of its waste, will 
allegedly compensate the Malabo authorities in exchange 
for the services rendered. Furthermore, this activity 
should create jobs in Equatorial Guinea, according to the 
same sources. 


Leading Logging Corporation Purchased by Israelis 
AB2412091289 Paris AFP in French 0842 GMT 
23 Dec 89 


[Text] Malabo, 23 Dec (AFP)—The Sociedad de Explo- 
tacion Maderera de Equatorial Guinea (SEMGE), a 
branch of the French group Roussel, is reportedly being 
taken over by the Israeli corporation “Yona Interna- 
tional,” it was learned from a reliable source today in 
Malabo. The SEMGE is the most important logging 
enterprise in the country. It logs 80,000 hectares of 
forests, primarily in the mainland of the country. 


A source close to the new management, which has just 
taken over, states that this management will continue the 
activities of its predecessor by mobilizing production 
equipment, mainly in the Kogo Region, the southern 
part of the country, not far from the Gabonese border. 
Logging now constitutes the leading export product of 
Equatorial Guinea, and after the takeover of the 
SEMGE, only one French logging corporation is now in 
this country, while 14 are funded by Spaniards and 4 by 
Equatorial Guineans. 


Gabon 


Measures Planned Against ‘Disinformation’ 


AB23 12114689 Libreville Africa No 1 
in French 0730 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Text] In Gabon, the choice of a single party system was 
reaffirmed yesterday by the cabinet. The communique, 
published at the end of the cabinet meeting under the 
chairmanship of the head of state, President Omar 
Bongo, attacked, and we quote, the activities of disinfor- 
mation and deception of the public being carried out by 
some compatriots. These activities were described as 
being of such a nature as to spread confusion and to 
disturb the social peace. 


The cabinet meeting thus reaffirmed the value that it 
attaches to the unity of the Gabonese people and peace 
in the country, recalling that activities of disinformation 
being pursued by some citizens are contrary to the 
provisions of the Constitution. Lastly, the Ministry of 
Defense and Public Security was given the mission of 
taking every necessary measure to curb these activities. 
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Opposition Group Urges Multiparty Syste 
AB2212211189 Paris AFP in French 1915 GMT 
21 Dec 89 


Text] Libreville, 21 Dec (AFP)—The National 
ecovery Movement (Morena), which is banned in 
theory in Gabon but whose leader, Mr Paul Mba Abes- 
sole, has been living in Libreville for several weeks now 
at the invitation of President Omar Bongo, today pub- 
lished its first bulletin in Libreville in which it said it 
favors a multiparty state. In the cyclostyled bulletin 
entitled “THE KEY,” the movement, whose members 
acknowledge that they have full freedom of action, takes 
up again a statement of Father Mba Abessole which says 
multiparty politics is “the key to the Gabonese prob- 
lem.” “We are not interested in integration into the 
Gabonese Democratic Party (PDG—the sole and ruling 
party). A single system is a dictatorship,” stated the 
spokesman for the movement, Mr Asseh Bekale. 


It is recalled that the Gabonese president has already 
said on several occasions that he is opposed to a multi- 
party system, arguing that all the segments of the 
Gabonese society could express their views within the 
PDG. “We do not want President Bongo’s seat, nor do 
we want his head (...). Morena is not a violent move- 
ment,” continued Mr Bekale, adding that Mr Abessole 
had not come to Gabon “to look for work” and that they 
only reason for his presence was the recognition of the 
multiparty system. 


Security Service Summons Abessole 


AB2212212589 Paris AFP in French 1613 GMT 
22 Dec 89 


Text} Libreville, 22 Dec (AFP)}—Mba Abessole, the 
eader of the National Recovery Movement [Morena], 
the opposition movement with no legal status in Gabon, 
was yesterday summoned by the Gabonese security 
services, it was learned today from sources close to the 
movement. The security services blamed the political 
leader, who is staying in the Gabonese capital on Presi- 
dent Bongo’s invitation, for having a Morena news 
bulletin published. Several copies of the cyclostyled 
bulletin were published yesterday under the title “THE 
KEY” and called for the establishment of a multiparty 
system. Following formal statements, Mr Abbessole 
decided to suspended the distribution of his news bul- 
letin until official formalities for its publication are 
completed. President Bongo has already expressed sev- 
eral times his refusal of a multiparty system in Gabon. 
According to him, the Gabonese Democratic Party (the 
single ruling party) should include all political trends in 
the country. 


Rwanda 


President Addresses Party Session 18 Dec 


EA2012184689 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1115 GMT 19 Dec o? 


[Report on President Habyarimana’s speech at the 
closing ceremony of a session jointly attended by the 
cabinet and the party Central Committee held in Kigali 
on 18 December] 
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[Excerpts] The National Revolutionary Development 
Movement [MRND] founder president and presi’ ».i of 
the Rwandan Republic, General Juvenal H'abyarimana, 
yesterday closed the joint meeting of the Central Com- 
mittee and the cabinet, which was held from 6 to 15 
December, at the party headquarters in Kigali. The 
marathon meeting, which was chaired by the founder 
president, had the task of assessing the economic situa- 
tion of our country and preparing recovery measures. 
[passage omitted] 


In his closing remarks, the founder president declared 
that at the end of their working session, he and all those 
who had met at party headquarters in Kigali were fully 
convinced of the exceptional seriousness of the current 
economic crisis. However, he immediately added: We 
are all convinced that we are going to come out of the 
crisis victorious if we commit ourselves to doing what 
the circumstances require us to do. And we are going to 
win, for we have to win the struggle, and above all, 
surmount the current crisis, however much fate may be 
against us. 


President Habyarimana said the officials’ awareness of 
the seriousness of the current crisis and their eagerness 
be transmitted to others, instead of remaining solely the 
business of the authorities, and it should rather become 
the business of all Rwandan militants. 


For our head of state, the crisis is there to show us the 
prime importance of the intrinsic national financial 
capacity, which henceforth will have to occupy a privi- 
leged place in our economic policy. All that will have to 
be done henceforth will have to be conceived so as to 
enhance our intrinsic financial capacity. He directed the 
relevant departments and services to develop the eco- 
nomic policy of our country in that way, so that it can 
become the prime strategy of our 5-year plan for eco- 
nomic, social, and cultural development. 


The founder president emphasized the urgency of the 
measures to be taken in order to avoid the worst hap- 
pening, to face better the foreseeeable shocks of the crisis 
in the course of next year. Leaders of the Second 
Republic unanimously agreed on the pertinence of such 
measures, and on the timeliness of the measures, deci- 
sions and programs adopted, which fall harmoniously 
within the context of our strategies, which were formu- 
lated by technical experts of the relevant ministries. 


The founder president, however, stressed two important 
aspects, namely, the management of foreign exchange 
and the precarious food situation prevailing in some of 
our country’s regions. The stock of our foreign exchange 
is currently limited, the president said. There is, there- 
fore, an absolute need for unimpeachable financial man- 
agement, in order to make a parsimonious use of foreign 
exchange, for positive results. It will therefore be neces- 
sary to review all the planned investments, so that no 
single currency is committed for no purpose. Some 
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infrastructural work can be frozen or delayed if neces- 
sary, while clean and clear use is made of import credit 
lines. 


On the precarious food situation, particularly in Butare, 
Gikongoro, and Kibuye, President Habyarimana gave 
assurances to his people. Hundreds of tonnes of food had 
been made available, and emergency food aid the gov- 
ernment had requested and obtained from the interna- 
tional community was awaited. The main concern, he 
said, and that is the cuncern of the government and the 
Rwandan people, is 1» make sure that no one dies of 
hunger. In this regard, he hailed the dignity and self- 
control of the Rwandan people. [passage omitted] 


A meeting with all our creditors should be held next 
January, in order to negotiate with them a recovery 
program for our national financial capacity. In this 
economic development program, we will have to recon- 
cile new foreign exchange needs with accurate produc- 
tion objectives, to permit the improvement and boosting 
of the economic structure, and acceleration of the clean- 
up operation which has been in force for some time now. 
The document to be presented to our creditors must be 
accurate, with objectives in figures, with all the details on 
foreseeable effects, on the macroeconomic level. Among 
other things, we will have to reinforce environmental 
protection and the intercommunal development fund. 
Bankable projects nearing completion will have to be 
promoted. [sentence as heard] Exports will be diversi- 
fied, and production of local goods and national 
resources will be enhanced to meet local needs. 


Finally, the document to be presented to the creditors 
will contain an important section devoted to the balance 
of payments and internal financial adjustments. The 
Ministry of Finance is charged with compiling the doc- 
ument with the assistance of other relevant departments. 
The werk must start without delay, the president of the 
Republic said, while all the other departments concerned 
with the adopted recovery measures must start speedy 
implementation of all that has been decided upon. 


These are the major elements of the speech delivered by 
the president of the Republic and founder president of 
the Republic, at the closing of the joint session of the 
Central Committee, which met from 6 to 15 December 
at the MRND in Kigali. 


Important recovery measures were taken after the 

meeting had heard and reaffirmed the fundamental 

principles of self-development, based on five key ele- 

ments; namely: self-sufficiency in food; evaluation of 

human resources; planned development; mastery of the 

— financial capacity; and joint development 
orts. 


The meeting then adopted the general strategies which 
were deemed indispensable for the success of a develop- 
ment and recovery program. There are four strategies: 
Reinforcement of the general security of the Rwandan 
people; upholding the principle of political mobilization: 
research and innovation to accelerate the development 


of our country; and, finally, decentralization of the 
conceptual and management development functions. 
Particular attention will be paid to the latter policy, as a 
sine qua non for the success of the economic recovery 
program, a huge task that requires the conviction, com- 
mitment,and support of every militant. 


The joint meeting of the Central Committee and the 
cabinet, chaired by the founder president, finally 
adopted a series of recovery measures, aimed at 
responding to specific objectives in the following sectors: 
Reduction of the budget deficit; balance of payments 
adjustments; savings mobilization; the [word indistinct] 
of credits; price control; promotion of employment; 
relaunch of the agricultural sector; rehabilitation of the 
industrial sector; establishment and management of the 
basic infrastructure; stimulation of internal and external 
trade; development of transport and communications; 
promotion of tourism; reorientation of financial institu- 
tions; development of the health and national educa- 
tional system; and scientific research. 


Militant Callixte Nzabonimana, the minister of plan- 
ning, now describes the major recovery measures. 


[Begin Nzabonimana recording] The principal measures 
decided upon by the Central Committee and the govern- 
ment in the various sectors are as follows: 


1. Reduction of the budget deficit. In order to reduce the 
state budget deficit, the Central Committee and the 
cabinet have adopted measures aimed both at increasing 
siate revenues and at reducing public expenditure. 


To increase state revenues the following has been 
decided: To reinforce tax control and verification, in 
order to curb the phenomenon of tax evasion, particu- 
larly by ensuring that individuals or groups of people 
with high contribution capacity are not undertaxed, or 
do not evade taxes. Human and material means of the 
relevant authorities will be reinforced to that effect. 


To reduce tax and customs exemptions currently 
accorded to enterprises which do not in return create 
national [word indistinct] value. 


The investment code and the customs laws currently in 
force, will be revised to take into account the (?measure). 


Moral pressure will be exerted on taxpayers who do not 
want to pay their dues to the Treasury, by regularly 
publishing lists of them in the press. 


Individuals or groups of people with debts to the Tax 
Department will be denied import licences. This mea- 
sure will also apply to groups of people whose members 
owe debts to the state. 


To reduce public expenditure the following has been 
decided: The number of state vehicles will be reduced to 
a strict minimum. Material benefits, such as tran port, 
housing for administrative and public institution: .adres 
will be cancelled. 
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Material benefits allocated to political authorities will be 
reduced. 


Public tenders will be used when renting premises for 
administrative use. [words indistinct]. 


Purchases of vehicles and equipment for public admin- 
istration will be made wholesale. 


The recommendations drawn up by the (?study) on 
reforms of public enterprises will be exarnined speedily, 
in order to make relevant decisions. 


The coffee export price will be reduced by cutting the 
number of middlemen in the sysiem; namely: The pro- 
ducer, the trade., the factory, the exporter, the banker, 
the insurer and the international transporter. 


2. Improvement of external financial balance [equilibre 
financier exterieur}]. The general objective of such an 
improvement will be achieved through the implementa- 
tion of a series of measures aimed at a rational manage- 
ment of our imports and the mastery of the foreign debt 
burden. 


In this respect, it has been decided to limit imports of 
nonessential goods. 


The import of transport equipment will be reduced. 


The import of building materials for which there are 
local substitutes will no longer be allowed. 


Serious measures will be taken against over- and under- 
invoicing. 


Laws governing foreign debt policy will be established. 


Credits will be redirected toward profitable projects, 
notably to the sectors of agriculture, industry, export and 
tourism. The ratification of contracts will be accelerated 
in order to limit the amount of commission fees, and to 
negotiate as soon as possible a credit for the balance of 
payments. 


3. Mobilization of the savings system, democratization 
of loans, and price control. The government will pursue 
its objective of controlling inflation. Particular attention 
will be paid to the financing of that priority by the bank, 
such as to agriculture. [sentence as heard] The Central 
Committee and the cabinet have therefore decided: 


—To establish a strong credit policy in favor of the 
agricultural sector through selective improvement of 
interest rates and the establishment of insurance for 
agricultural loans. 


—To establish monetary and financial markets and 
review salary ievels in private institutions, to adjust 
them to the socioeconomic realities of the country, 
and in particular, by asking government representa- 
tives on the boards of directors to respect the new 
strategies. [end recording] 
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These are some of the measures retained by the Central 
Committee and the cabinet for tonight. We will broad- 
cast the measures taken in the sectors of employment 
promotion, the relaunching of agriculture and industry. 


Radio Details Economic Recovery Measures 
EA2112133589 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1115 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] Due to the fall of world market coffee prices, our 
country is facing hard times. That is why the Rwandan 
leading institutions have adopted, among various 
recovery measures, the relaunching of the agricultural 
sector. 


The relaunching of the agricultural sector means: 


—Stopping, in the short term, the decline of production 
of traditional farming for mass consumption and to 
increase this production in order tn restore the peo- 
ple’s food balance. 

—An increase of import substitution products and raw 
materials for agro-industries. 

—Increase and diversification of exports. 

—Setting up a management strategy for food aid in order 
to promote agricultural production. 

—Intensifying the animal protein contribution to peo- 
ple’s food ration by an accelerated development of the 
various forms of breeding. 

—Continuing reafforestation programs to cope with 
increasing demands for firewood and the improve- 
ment of soil and environment protection for safe- 
guarding the balance of the ecosystems. 


These objectives will be reached thanks to a global fight 
against plant diseases; strengthening of agricultural 
research; efficient organization of input supply for 
farmers; reform of agricultural loans in order to adapt 
them to the operating conditions of the sector; multipli- 
cation of small agro-industrial processing units in rural 
areas; improvement of the quality of our coffee; rehabil- 
itation of strategic agro-industrial enterprises; operation 
of income-generating (cultivation: for producers; diver- 
sification of export crops, modernization of breeding, 
promotion of export industries; training of specialized 
craftsmen capable of mastering advanced production 
technology; improvemeni of the supply of raw materials 
and equipment for craftsmen; better access to the 
market, loans, and support institutions for craftsmen 
and the creation of a framework for the development of 
craftsmen-entrer reneurs. 


The goverr nent has also decided to promote employ- 
ment by a quick finalization of the dossier relating to 
administrative reform; @ review of the problem on civil 
servants’ involvement in commercial activities; develop- 
ment of at least one sector of development per com- 
mune; setting up programs aimed at improving women’s 
working conditions in rural areas; continuation of youth 
work camp programs in each prefecture; and supporting 
nongovernmental organizations and any other bodies 


FBIS-AFR-89-247 
27 December 1989 


which supervise and give advice to those who promote 
small and medium-scale enterprises. 


Other decisions taken by the government are related to 
the establishment and management of basic infrastruc- 
tures. It was decided: 


—To continue establishing the minimum infrastructures 
necessary for the development of economic and social 
activities. 

—To reduce the direct intervention of the state and to 
decentralize the decisionmaking process. 

—To promote the use of local materials and national 


experts. 


The development of transportation and communication 
was also decided upon. In that framework, the bills on 
both internal and external transportat.sn and [words 
indistinct] activities are to be studied quickly: The 
reduction of international transport tariffs and the intro- 
duction of competition in this sector and the creation of 
favoratie loan terms for the means of transportation. 
[sentence as heard]. 


More on Financial, Social Reforms 


EA2212224789 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1115 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] Our country is experiencing an acute economic 
crisis and that is why General Habyarimana, the head of 
state, convened recently a meeting between the Central 
Committee and the government aimed 7* relaunching 
the economy as it is in a particularly difficult situation. 


We have already reported some of the decisions by 
grouping together some of the areas on which decisions 
were taken. The last part, which we are now going to 
communicate, is on the measures adopted for the reori- 
entation of financial institutions, the development of the 
health and national education systems, and scientific 
research. 


Financial inst/iwtions—banks and insurance compa- 
nies—must be more available for the requirements of 
national development by orientating their resources 
more to the productive sectors of the economy, agricul- 
ture and industry in particular. 


For that purpose, it has been decided: To put into effect 
the interest-rate subsidy measure [mesure de bonifica- 
tion des taux d’interet]}; to extend the due dates of loans 
for some sectors, such as transportation and housing; to 
undertake studies on the reduction of insurance pre- 
miums in our country; to accelerate the establishment of 
an agricultural insurance company, to reduce the com- 
mission charged by the banks; to convert the Rwanda 
Savings Bank into a mixed capital commercial bank 
[banque commerciale a capitaux mixtes]}; to continue 
with the objective of one people's bank per commune; to 
continue the decentralization of insurance companies 
and financial institutions including the Rwanda 
National Bank. 
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After considering the productive sectors, the infrastruc- 
tures, and the support services for production, the Cen- 
tral Committee-government joint meeting examined 
first the social field [word indistinct] and the develop- 
ment of the health system. 


In this sector, the government must maintain the objec- 
tive of ensuring a saass health service and easy access to 
health care. Healih care services and their quality must 
be improved. More efficiency in the use of resources is to 
be pursued. 


The following measures were thus adopted: To continue 
the steps aimed at increasing the number of health 
employees anc creating new career structures; to adapt 
medical services to their right costs; to continue to 
strengthen programs on children’s medical supervision 
and development and on the promotion of m thers’ 
health, family planning, and the fight against endeniic/ 
epidemic diseases; to improve the management of health 
training, to draft a lower cost drug supply strategy; to 
bring to the fore drug recording and quality-control 
systems; to strengthen self-management among com- 
munes on health issues: to continue encouraging the 
establishment of private medial services; and te accel- 
erate the establishment of health insurance. 


The meeting then examined the national education 
system and scientific research. 


The development of the national education system is in 
fact a condition for the [word indistinct] of the 
relaunching proposed by [words indistinct]. [words 
indistinct] priorities in the fields of training and research 
aimed at reaching the following objectives: To increase 
substantially the registration and schooling percentages 
in primary education and in erai [combined artisan 
education] to rationalize the primary education and erai 
systems to achieve better efficiency: to prepare pupils 
better for secondary education and to integrate the erai 
in productive sectors; to increase further the percentage 
of those entering secondary education which now stands 
at 20 percent, private and public schools combined; to 
increase vocational training which meets the require- 
ments of the national economy to improve the quality 
and output of secondary education; to maintain an 
annual |0 percent increase in the number of students in 
higher education; to establish a rational management of 
human resources at the national University of Rwanda 
through measu-2s aimed at reducing the loss and the 
output [as heard] of the teaching staff, to establish 
rational management of the financial resources of the 
national University of Rwanda by reducing administra- 
tion costs to assist the increase of educational and 
research costs; to provide scientific and technological 
information to farmers and industrialists in particular, 
to improve the quality of manpower through vocational 
training program; and, finally, to promote self- 
Organization in rural areas. 


In order to attain all these objectives, appropriate mea- 
sures were taken [words indistinct]. 
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Among the most important measures, we cite: Rapid 
access to th: advice of prefectural committees; regarding 
the project Ga revising the reform in primary education 
and erai, continuation of the day school system for all 
both in secondary and higher education; the promotion 
of the construction of housing for pupils; the creation of 
funds for the development of education and the progres- 
sive removal of student grants which are to be replaced 
by repayable loans; the adjustment of school fees to 
match the parents’ incoraes by starting with those who 
incomes are known [as heard]; the reduction of admin- 
istration costs in the national University of Rwanda; the 
drafting of a national plan for scientific and technolog- 
ical research; the launching of coherent prospective 
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research programs on the Rwandan economy; the devel- 
opment of higher education's ccanpetence for the devel- 
opment of the country; the creation and setting up of a 
national council and a national committee on vocational 
training in order to identify better training needs; the 
setting up of an institutional framework for nonformal 
training; the promotion of youth vocational training for 
those who were not sent to school and for school drop- 
outs to train people to become aware of family income 
source and management problems; the promotion of 
mass education programs on the cooperative system; 
and, last, the creation at the communal level of a relief 
fund for those in need of food, to be funded by those 
who, among others, have the means. 
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Ethiovi 


Debre Tabor Reportedly Seized by EPRDF 


EA2712084089 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Ethiopia in Amharic 0400 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[Text] The heroic army of the Ethiopian People’s Kevo- 
lutionary Democratic Front [EPRDF] has crushed the 
enemy force stationed on the Debre Tabor front [in 
Gonder region, northwest Ethiopia] and captured the 
town of Debre Tabor [205 miles nezthwest of Addis 
Ababa] yesterday, 26 December. 


The EPRDF army defended against the enemy troops 
which had advanced from two directions to harass 
people on 20 December, and then carried out a counter- 
offensive and finally, a crushing heavy offensive on 25 
and 26 December. 


The enemy force on the Debre Tabor front was the 603d 
Corps, and included the following brigades: 2d, 11th, 
18th, 33rd, 144th, 28th, 133d, 115th, 157th [words 
indistinct] and 25th, 503rd, 401st and [words indistinct). 
The (?terrorist) force was led by Brigadier Abebe Haile 
Selassie, commander of the 603d Corps, and close (?col- 
laborator) 3rigadier Haile Meles, [words indistinct], the 
overall coordinator of southern Gonder. 


A few hours after the heavy fighting started in Debre 
Tabor, Brig Haile Meles, Brig Abebe Haile Selassie and 
other officers abandoned their troops and fled by aircraft 
to Gonder. During the capture of Debre Tabor. the 
EPRDF army seized many [words indistinct] tanks and 
various types of weapons. [passage indistinct] 


Government Casualties Reported 


EA2612145889 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Ethiopia in Amharic 0400 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Excerpts] In order to control Nifas Mewcha in Gonder 
region, the Dergue renewed its offensive at Debre Tabor 
on 22 December at 2400 hours [2100 GMT]. By first 
repulsing this offensive and then by liberating the town 
of (Jasaygn) [words indistinct] the heroic Ethiopian 
People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front [EPRDF] 
took the Debre Tabor neighbor of (Sira Firj). The 
attempt by the Dergue troops to save themselves from 
this phenomenon and push the heroic EPRDF forces 
further from Debre Tabor on 23 Decemebr was foiled by 
our heroic forces. 


The losses inflicted on the en :my on this front on 22 and 
23 December were as follows: More than 1,410 enemy 
soldiers were either killed or wounded; 422 others were 
captured. Three tanks and 2 Ural trucks, one mounting a 
ZU-3, were captured. Also 463 assorted light arms, 7 
medium arms, and various materiel were [word indis- 
tinct] by the Ethiopian revolution. [passage omitted] 


The repeated defeats of ihe enemy on this front were 
victories scored at a time when the Rome peace talks 
were in progress, and the Dergue was reluctant to 
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achieve a healthy (?7compromise). The Workers’ Party of 
Ethiopia, who )} word indistinct] the peace efforts at the 
conference table, was forced to accept peace. If they 
flatly refuse, peace will be achieved on their own graves 
{words indistinct}. We shall inform you of further devel- 
opments on this trot. 


Addis Ababa Radio Says Rebel Advance ‘Foiled’ 


FEA2712085489 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 27 Dec 8&9 


[Excerpt] The Weyane Group [Tigray People’s Libera- 
tion Front, TPLF}]—whose objectives are to dismember 
Eritrea and destabilize Ethiopian unity—in its attempt 
to advance toward southern Welo with the aim of 
disrupting th. peaceful life of the people and to expand 
its organization, has been crushed and foiled by the 
revolutionary army and inhabitants of the area, the 
ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY ;eported. 


The Weyane Group, which advanced to commit destruc- 
tive acts in Dese Zuriya Province and other areas, has 
been crushed by the (?offensive) launched by the revo- 
lutionary army and the inhaditants of the areas during 
the week. Most of the members of the group have been 
liquidated, many others captured and the remainder 
have retreated. 


A large quantity of heavy and light weapons, land mines. 
launchers, hand grenades, and thousands of rounds of 
ammunition were seized. The retreating members of the 
bandit group, in their attempt to loot the cattle of the 
peayants, were chased off by members of the Army, and 
the cattle were recovered and handed over to the owners. 


[passage omitted] 


Trial of Military Officers Resumes 26 Dec 


EA2612170589 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0930 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Excerpts] The trial of 14 high-ranking military officers 
allegedly involved in the 16 May 1989 coup attempt, and 
who have been detained since then pending investiga- 
tion, resumed in court today, and their cases were 
examined. Reporter Darios Modi is on the line: 


[Begin Darios recording] [passage omitted] The 14 
defendants appeared in Military Court No | of the 
Supreme Court today with their lawyers, and after the 
charges were read to them, the defendants responded to 
the charges through their lawyers. 


As in its first hearing of the case, the military court today 
heard the case in an open court, in the presence of the 
families of the defenhants, local journalists, and foreign 
news agency representatives. [end recording] 
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Defendants Challenge Jurisdiction 
AB2612170589 Paris AFP in Ene!ish 1644 GMT 
26 Dec 89 


[By Seyoum Ayele] 


[Text] Addis Ababa, Dec 26 (AFP)—Lawyers defending 
14 generals facing a court martial here for their role in 
the May 16 failed coup in Ethiopia on Tuesday chal- 
lenged the jurisdiction of the supreme military court to 
hear evidence in the case. 


The charges levelled by the prosecution were not answer- 
able to a court martial under the provisions of existing 
Ethiopian law and they must either be thrown out or 
brought before a civil high court, eight defence lawyers 
argued. 


It » as the second court appearance for the generals 
wh -c trial opened here exactly a week ago, seven 
moi. *-v (he aborted coup in which 14 of their peers 
and 16 J.wer senior military officers were killed in Addis 
Ababa and the Eritrean provincial capital of Asmara. 
Another 176 generals and senior military officers were 
arrested in the wake of the rebellion, and court sources 
said the others would be brought to trial in the not 
distant future. 


The procedural debate Tuesday opened a loophole for 
the defendants not to answer to the charges directly, 
probably to come on January 5 until which date the trial 
was adjourned. 


Even more relaxed during their second appearance, the 
defendants, still wearing identical khaki uniforms but 
without any insignia of military rank, at times waved 
and smi'ed to family members and friends in attendance 
at the court. 


The charge sheets, read out by Court Chairman Lieuten- 
ant-General Tesfaye Gabre-Kidan, the martial law 
administrator for Eritrea, accused each in turn of 
attempting the violent overthrow of the government, and 
of being accessories in an act of treason. 


Several, including former Ground Forces Commander 
Major-General Hailu Gabre-Michael and his deputy, 
Maj-Gen. Alemayehu Desta, were accused of impropoer 
and wasteful use of state property. 


The specific charges included inciting rebellion among 
their units, ordering the use of air and ground transport 
to move troops to aid in the revol:, planning «he capture 
of strategic locations such as redio stations and airports, 
arming crack units in readiness for the putsch, and 
printing and disiributing propaganda leaflets. At least 
two of the defendants were charged with obstructing 
intervention by loyal security forces. 
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In proceedings thai lasted about four hours, the court 
heard the eight defence lawyers—one counsel was repre- 
senting six defendants—take the prosecution to task for 
failing to cite provisions in the existing laws to jusfify a 
court martial. 


The main argument was that military offences as defined 
in existing legislation did not embody the violent over- 
throw of the government and that the only applicable 
provision was in a 1981! bill that gave jurisdiction to the 
high courts. 


Furthermore, argued the lawyers, the question of “vio- 
lent overthrow” should not feature in the trial as vio- 
lence had been negligible during the uprising. 


The ploy seemed clearly aimed at taking the hearings 
away trom the military tribunal into civilian hands, 
where the defence hoped the chances for bail would be 
more promising and the final sentences less severe. 


One lawyer recalled that defendants of the oniy major 
coup trial in Ethiopian history—that led by former 
imperial bodyguard General Mengistu Neway against 
the regime of former emperor Haile Selassie in 1960— 
had gone before a civilian court. 


However, legal experts said military tribunals had only 
existed here 1988 [as received] and that civilians were 
also involved in the coup 29 years ago. 


Another Gefence argument centered around the charge of 
the co-defendants being accessories in an act of treason. 
If so, said the defence, the prosecution had failed to 
name ihe coup leader or ring-leaders. 


In fact, one of the alleged masterminds of th plot, 
former air force commai.Jer and later industry minister, 
Maj-Gen. Fanta Belay, arrested in the wake of the failed 
putsch, was conspicuously absent from the trial. 


The court president finally adjourned the trial to January 
5 after the state prosecutor asked for time to reply to the 
defence arguments. 


Uganda 


CPC Delegation Arrives for 5-Cay Visit 


EA2412214389 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 1700 GMT 24 Dec 89 


[Text] A three-man delegation from th< © ommunist 
Party of China {CPC} has arrived in Ugan to jor a 5-day 
visit at the invitation of the NRM [Nationai Resistance 
Movement]. The ¢elegation is led by Mr Jiang Guang- 
hua, deputy head of the International Liaison Depart- 
ment of the Centrai Committee of the CPC. Other 
members of the delegation are: Mr (Yai Ming), head of 
research for internationa! liaison, and Mrs (Li Likwing). 


They were met at Entebbe Internaticnal Airport by the 
adminisirative secretary in the NRM Secretariat, Mr 
Deco Batimwe; the director of the legal affairs in the 
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Secretariat, Mr Joram Tumwesigye; and the Chinese 
ambassador to Uganda, Mr Xie Youkun. 


*Government Plans $75 Million Aircraft Purchase 


34000887B London AFRICA ANALYSIS 
in English 10 Nov 89 p 5 


[Text] Kampala—Uganda’s National Resistance 
Council (NRC) will soon discuss the proposed purchase 
of three additional aircraft for the newly profitable 
Uganda Airlines. Since President Yoweri Museveni has 
already given his personal support to the purchase and 
some $40m has been earmarked for a DC 10 wide-bodied 
jet, the decision should be a foregone conclusion. 


Transport and communications minister Ruhakana 
Rugunda announced last week that along with the DC10 
the package would include a Boeing 737-500 and a 
hush-kitted Boeing 707 for freight. Only the Boeing 737 
would be new, bought at a cost of $30m from the Boeing 
plant. The search was now on for a good, used 707 and a 
DC10. 


Industry sources confirm that several Boeing 707 offers 
at the budgeted price of $5.5m have already been made 
and are being evaluated. At least 13 offers for the 
financing of the cargo aircraft, some proposing up to 100 
percent in barter, have also been received. There are no 
DC 10 aircraft currently available, but one is expected to 
come onto the market in April next year. Uganda has 
earmarked $40m for its purchase. 


The package will cost at least $75.5m, and despite barter 
deals, will certainly involve heavy borrowing. This could 
cause problems, although the government has agreed to 
guarantee all loans. 


With the airline pact between Uganda, Tanzania and 
Zambia now being tied up—Uganda ratified in late 
September, Tanzania on 9 October—the DC10 will 
probably be Uganda’s contribution to the combined 
operation. Zambia is expected to ratify the agreement 
before a scheduled meeting of transport ministers at the 
end of November, which will discuss the board and 
management structure of the combined operation. 


The final operational agreement will be discussed by 
representatives of the three airlines, once the transport 
ministers have dealt with the management structure. 


In preparation for the new era, organisational restruc- 
turing, along the lines recommended by British consult- 
ants PSIAIR, is already being carried out under recently 
appointed chairman and managing director Chris Mbo- 
ijana. Mboijana is now reputedly the highest-paid 
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employee in the country, a fact which has caused con- 
siderable adverse comment. 


*Donors Suspend Loans as Debt Arrears Mount 


34000887A London AFRICA ANALYSIS 
in English 10 Nov 89 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Kampala—The full effects of the collapse of the 
world coffee market, on which Uganda relies for 97 
percent of its foreign exchange earnings, are finally being 
felt here. The government is now virtually bankrupt, 
with the result that donors have begun to suspend loans 
to the country. 


The African Development Bank (ADB) and the Italian 
government are among several donors which have now 
suspended loans to Uganda in reaction to mounting 
repayment arrears. Arrears to the ADB alone are some 
$30m and the bank insists they must be paid. 


Negotiations between the government and the Abu- 
Dhabi Fund are also underway, following the fund’s 
decision to withhold $5m earmarked for the rehabilita- 
tion of a textile mill at Mbale. Although the situation is 
serious, both government and donor spokesmen are 
putting on a brave face, quoting Uganda’s previous good 
record of repayment. The Ministry of Planning and 
Economic Development has, however, noted that the 
curren, situation ‘gives serious cause for concern’. 


Privately, senior government officials admit that the 
country appears to have no way out of its debt dilemma. 
Uganda now owes $1.6bn, slightly more than 10 percent 
of this to the ADB, and arrears have steadily accumu- 
lated. According to Bank of Uganda figures, only $27.2m 
was repaid in the last quarter of 1988, out of $63m due. 
During the year, arrears increased by $142m to $255m. 


The collapse of the coffee quota agreement and of prices 
is clearly reflected in official earnings’ estimates for 
i989. Finance minister Crispus Kiyonga indicated that 
income from coffee would barely top $150m as against 
$264.3m last year. This meant that, with arrears and an 
IMF overdraft, annual debt repayments now amounted 
to 350 percent of export earnings. 


Most—66.7 percent—of the outstanding debt is owed to 
multilateral creditors, 10.5 percent to bilateral creditors 
and 13.8 percent to private creditors. Earlier this year, 
the Paris Club agreed to reschedule part of the bilateral 
debt, but more than 90 percent of the concessional 
bilateral debt and more than 40 percent of the non- 
concessional debt in this category is owed outside the 
Paris Club. 


Calculations made in the Ministry of Planning and Eco- 
nomic Development, even by those taking an optimistic 
view of future coffee prices, reveal that the debt/export ratio 
will continue to increase for the next 30 years. 
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Ministry Supports Interim Romanian Government 


MB2612162689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1622 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 26 SAPA—The SA Government 
hoped the fighting and bloodshed in Romania would 
soon come to an end, Foreign Affairs Minister Mr R.F. 
Botha said in Pretoria on Tuesday [26 December]. 


In a statement issued by the Foreign Office, Mr Botha 
said the South African Government was deeply troubled 
by the mass killings in Romania. 


They had to be “ascribed io the senseless and blind 
pursuit of a worn out political and economic ideology”, 
Mr Botha said. 


The government expressed its condolences to the fami- 
lies of the victims and trusted the Romania people would 
now be given the opportunity to freely determine their 
future, he added. 


The SA Government supported the interim government 
of Romania in its efforts to restore stability and order, 
Mr Botha said. 


UDF Spokesman on Importation of GDR Labor 


AB2612132489 Dakar PANA in English 
1310 GMT 26 Dec 89 


{Text] Harare, 26 Dec. (ZIANA/PANA)—The South 
African Government is on a drive to recruit some skilled 
manpower from some of the socialist countries particu- 
larly the German Democratic Republic to bolster its 
Sagging industry, a spokesman of the United Democratic 
Front [UDF] has said. 


In a telephone interview, the spokesman said the Pre- 
toria regime has already sent a delegation to Europe to 
try and recruit skilled manpower from GDR and other 
socialist countries for its industry. 


In recent years, there has been mass exodus of hundreds 
of skilled white South Africans who have been dissatis- 
fied with the way the country was going. This erosion of 
trained manpower has led the South African Govern- 
ment to seek skilled labour from Eastern Europe, partic- 
ularly in the last three months. 


The spokesman condemned the South African Govern- 
ment’s intention of recruiting skilled labour outside its 
borders. ““We do have a lot of skilled black South 
Africans in the country who are still unemployed and a 
lot of educated young people who could easily be trained 
and fill in the gap. 


“We wonder why the regime has sought to seek trained 
labour from East Germany, a country which it has 
always condemned,” said the spokesman. 


The spokesman said there was an acute shortage of 
medical staff and some hospitals were badly staffed. 
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The spokesman urged the South African Government to do 
away with job reservation policies. “Apartheid is the root 
cause of this exodus of skilled manpower in our country. 
Majority of white South Africans do not see the future of 
their children and hence they are leaving,” he said. 


Namibian Border Post To Clo: 2 10 Jan 


MB2712093289 Johannesburg Dc nestic Service 
in English 0900 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[Text] The date has been announced for the closure of 
the Mata Mata border post, between South Africa and 
Namibia, in the Kalahari Gemsbok National Park. 


The Namibian Department of Home Affairs said in a 
statement issued in Windhoek that the border post 
would be closed 10 January. 


People traveling from South Africa to Namibia would 
have to use the border post at Rietfontein, on the Aroab 
road. 


The Mata Mata border post will be closed at the request 
of the National Parks Board of Namibia. 


De Klerk Calls for International Support 


MB2512161589 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1515 GMT 25 Dec 89 


[: ‘essage from RSA State President F. W. de Klerk; date 
and place not given—recorded] 


[Text] Throughout the world, Christmas is experienced 
as a time of love, peace, and joy. This experience also 
extends to non-Christian countries, and that is the way it 
should be, since the birth of Christ has signaled the 
beginning of a period of peace on Earth and good will to 
men, concepts unanimously accepted by most religions. 


Sadly, peace and good will have not manifested itself 
throughout the world. In stark contrast to the Christmas 
message, wars, bloodshed, and bad neighborliness form 
an integral part of the world scene and that, alas, is a 
serious accusation against those who confess the Chris- 
tian faith. At the same time, it demonstrates the falli- 
bility of man, and it compels each of us to self- 
examination, individuals as well as nations. 


In South Africa a new spirit is awakening, a spirit of 
hope, of cooperation, a spirit of faith in the future. The 
government and I have committed ourselves to a goal, a 
goal of a new South Africa, a South Africa which is 
totally changed; a South Africa which has rid itself of the 
antagonisms and strife of the past; a democratic South 
Africa, free of domination or oppression, where all 
reasonable people align themselves behind mutually 
acceptable goals, and against all forces of radicalism and 
violence; a South Africa where justice and fairness and 
Christian principles are scrupulously honored; a South 
Africa where everybody will have the opportunity to 
participate in the realization of our goal. 
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We have already started turning our words into actions, 
and there has been a positive response. Since assuming 
the presidency in September this year, I have met with 
various leaders and groups, black and white, some 
extremely critical of the government. But I have been 
heartened, to some extent. There seems to be a growing 
consensus: there is but one way to peace, to justice for all 
in South Africa. That is the way of reconciliation, of 
seeking mutually acceptable solutions together, of dia- 
logue and negotiation. 


In my discussions with several African leaders, I also 
found overwhelming support for this approach, because 
the future of southern Africa—indeed, of our whole 
continent—is dependent on reconciliation and good 
neighborliness. That, after all, is also the message of 
Christmas. 


The world should take note of the positive developments 
in South Africa. Too often, it would seem, South Africa 
is evaluated and judged on out-dated practices and 
obsolete policies. No man is an island; neither is South 
Africa. We would like to normalize our international 
relations, and resume our rightful place in the world. 


While we are committed at all costs to achieving our goal 
of a new, just South Africa, we need support for that. We 
1¢ed recognition of the positive reforms we have insti- 
tuted. In fact, I think we deserve it. Encouragement for 
our reform program will accelerate the process. On the 
other hand, skepticism, unreasonable preconditions, and 
continual unwarranted [word indistinct] measures retard 
the process. 


Nineteen-ninety is on our doorsteps. It heralds the 
beginning of the last decade of the 20th century. We can 
all contribute to making this a better, happier, more 
peaceful decade than the aforegoing. To achieve this, 
however, demands of all of us a commitment and the will 
and determination to reach peaceful accords. 


And in the spirit of Christmas, I appeal to you all to 
reach out, to join hands across oceans, borders, and 
boundaries; to build a new world, a world where love, 
peace, and prosperity prevail; a world in which the true 
spirit of Christmas will manifest itself, not only in words, 
but also in deeds. 


I wish you all a happy Christmas and an exciting, 
prosperous and, above all, peaceful new year. God bless 
you. 


Survey Finds 7 Million Defy Squatting Laws 


MB2712091189 Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English 27 Dec 89 p 11 


[Text] Despite the anti-squatting laws, 7 million people 
were living in and around South African cities in self 
erected housing, according to the recently-released SA 
Institute of Race Relations Survey. 
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The survey covers the last two years of the 1980’s and 
provides a comprehensive list of statistics and facts on 
social, economic and political trends in South Africa. 


High up on the agenda was education, and the survey 
said that a significant change was that black students 
who failed matric could now receive credit for subjects 
passed and rewrite only the subjects they failed. 


It said that 36 percent of all black children between the 
ages of six and 14 in rural areas outside the homelands 
did not attend school; that if all vacant white classrooms 
were opened to blacks, the countrywide black classroom 
shortage would be reduced by only 20 percent and that 
last year there were 31,000 more black than white 
matriculants. 


Other interesting findings were: 


—20 million people in SA do not have electricity. 

—4,012 people were killed in political violence between 
September 1984 and December 1988. 

—Six trade union members are awaiting execution for 
killing fellow workers during strikes. 

—Since 1980 the economy has grown by 0.7 percent 
while the economically active population has grown 
by 2.5 percent. 

—In at least nine towns controlled by the Conservative 
Party in the Transvaal it was not necessary to reintro- 
duce segregation because municipalities had never 
been opened to all races. 

—520 Multinational companies have disinvested from 
SA and Namibia. 

—ARMSCOR [Armaments Corporation of South 
Africa] has earned more than R2 billion from arms 
exports in the past 12 years and it exports to 39 
countries. 

—There are more than 100 unsolved assassinations of 
political activists in SA. 

—A local division of the Supreme Court has said that 
trials could be declared unfair if the accused do not 
have legal representation. 

—The average number of children per black woman is 
Z.8 in urban areas, 4.2 in semi-rural areas, 5.7 in rural 
areas and 6.3 in the “independent” homelands. 

—There was a 29 percent drop in the number of execu- 
tions in South Africa last year. 

—The Human Rights Commission says the picture of 
detentions in the last 12 months is dominated by 
releases. 

—South Africa’s population is growing at a rate of | 
million a year. 

—South Africa spends 5.8 percent of the gross national 
budget on health, 16 percent more than the World 
Health Organisation’s target of 5 percent. 


Conscientious Objectors’ Status Noted 
MB2712091289 Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English 27 Dec 89 p 11 


[Text] It was ironic that while the Government said it 
could accommodate fewer than half of the people liable 
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for national service during 1988, a number of men were 
given prison sentences for refusing to serve in the SA 
Defence Force [SADF], according to the latest Race 
Relations Survey. 


The 1988/9 survey said over the last two years three 
young men were jailed for periods ranging between 18 
months and six years for refusing to serve in the SADF 
and 143 men publicly declared they would not serve in 
the SADF. 


The survey said the End Conscription Campaign [ECC], 
attempted to discuss alternative forms of military service 
with the Government during 1988. 


In August, Defence Minister General Magnus Malan 
broke off relations with the ECC. 


He accused the organisation of “threatening the security 
of the State” and said the “movement was the vanguard 
of those forces that are intent on wrecking the present 
dispensation and its renewal”. 


The ECC was banned from carrying out its activities on 
August 24. 


*Armscor Develops Armored Ambulance 


34000238B Johannesburg ARMED FORCES 
in English Nov 89 pp 25-26 


[Text] The Mfezi project is under the control of Truck- 
makers, with Van de Wetering Engineering as one of 
their prime contractors. The original development for 
the Mfezi mine protected vehicle was for an Armoured 
Personnel Carrier (APC), a role for which it is still ideally 
suited. This concept was substantially revised to meet 
the special needs for the South African Medical Services 
for a mine protected, armoured 4x4 ambulance. 


Developed by Armscor [Armaments Corporation of 
South Africa] to specifications supplied by the South 
African Medical Services, the Mfezi is the second gener- 
ation armoured ambulance to be produced in recent 
years in South Africa. 


Designed to fit in with the South African concept of 
mobile warfare, a number of unique features were 
included in the original specifications submitted to the 
project team and these have been incorporated in the 
vehicles now coming off the production line. 


Careful studies of the medical tactics employed by the 
United States and other forces engaged in the Vietnam 
war and the Korean conflict showed that casualty evac- 
uation was to a large extent by helicopter, with the 
helicopters having to enter the ‘field of conflict’ to effect 
the evacuations. Over the last few years the development 
of highly portable surface-to-air missile systems has 
greatly increased the vulnerability of helicopters over or 
near the battlefield. Another factor of influence was the 
sub-Saharan featureless terrain and distances involved, a 
reality which formulated the South African doctrine of 
mobile warfare. Much of the information which was 
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gathered by the South African Medical Services when 
formulating their specifications for the project team was 
drawn from experience gained during the 20-year con- 
flict in Angola and from the Rinkhals, the first armoured 
ambulance to enter service with the SADF [South 
African Defense Forces]. 


To fit in with the existing SADF vehicle configuration, 
the new ambulance had to have a very good cross- 
country ability coupled with reliability and a long range. 
Another major consideration was the protection of the 
crew and casualties and this has been accomplished by 
the adoption of a V-shape hull of monocoque construc- 
tion built with armourplate steel. 


Tests carried out have shown that the hull is resistant to 
7.62 mm NATO ammunition, splinters and can with- 
stand up to three TM57 type landmines without any 
penetration of the hull. The inside of the hull carries a 
thermal insulation which provides protection against the 
extreme temperature variations that exist in Africa. 


Powered by a five-cylinder, 9.51 /ADF diesel producing 
a torque of 612 Nm at 1300 rpm, the drive is of a 
permanent 4x4 configuration through a six-speed 
gearbox and transfer box. 


The 14x20 tyres give a ground clearance of 350 mm 
enhancing the cross-country ability while the power 
steering assists in keeping driver fatigue to a minimum. 


The 360/fuel tank of high density polyethylene gives a 
range while travelling on a road of over 1,000 kilometers 
at a road speed of 90 kph. 


Designed to be able to operate independently, the Mfezi 
is able to carry sufficient stores and rations for several 
days, including 170 litres of water. 


*SADF’s Personnel Services School Describer 


34000238C Johannesburg ARMED FORCES 
in English Nov 89 pp 20-22 


[Text] Some countries require that all their citizens start 
their period of national service at the same age while the 
South African Defence Force [SADF] adopts a more 
flexible system. A flexibility that provides large benefits 
for the SADF for instead of enlisting a mass of school 
leavers this two-tier system supplies the country with a 
large number of highly qualified manpower that is 
needed to ensure the smooth running of the defence 
structure. Therefore, the July intake consists of those 
who have preferred to continue with their tertiary edu- 
cation after leaving school instead of starting their mili- 
tary commitment. The men who start their military 
service in this middle of the year intake, are posted to a 
very limited number of the training centres, one being 
the Personnel Services School. The Personnel Services 
School is tasked with applying the expertise that arrives 
with this intake in the best possible manner for the 
benefit of the South African Defence Force. 
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With the July intake of 484, the PS School received 318 
graduates, 98 Diplomates, 68 matriculants with a very 
wide range of tertiary qualifications, and 4 with sub- 
matric standards. It is interesting to note that this July 
intake consisted of over 60 percent English-speaking 
recruits. 


It is obvious with an intake that from an educational 
standard falls within what is known as a mature age 
classification factors different from a normal call-up 
come to the fore. 


From the socio-economic level alone a very changed 
pattern becomes obvious and this, coupled with the 
educational level, requires that training tactics can and 
have to be changed to ensure that a negative attitude is 
not developed. The development of the inherent ability 
that exists within this intake group is well illustrated by 
the fact that within four days on the rifle range the whole 
intake was able to qualify on the laid down SADF 
shooting table. One hundred percent pass within this 
time period during recruit training is way above norm. 


The PS [Socialist Party] School intakes complete the 
normal SADF basic training, with the School probably 
having a better ratio of instructor/recruits than many 
other basic training institutions, but still a level that is 
far below most foreign institutions of a similar kind. 


With an average age of 25 these men will provide the 
professionalism that runs much of the South African 
Defence Forces’ middle management in both the com- 
missioned and non-commissioned structures and the 
main task for the staff at the PS School is to develop and 
direct their expertise to the areas and functions where it 
can be of the most value to the SADF. 


This is not always an easy task and realism must be one 
of the main consideratiouw.s. Many members of the intake 
have spent four, five and even six years gathering an 
education and were ready to enter their prospective 
fields at a fairly senior level. Now they are back to 
ground level as part of a very big, and often hidebound 
machine, which like all armies often appears to be unable 
to see the wood for the trees. Against this background 
they have to be convinced that they are still expected to 
do the thinking and that the slot into which they will be 
posted is essential to the smooth running of the overall 
big machine. Two years later, they will be posted to 
Commando and Citizen Force when they will be respon- 
sible for the smooth running of unit administration. 


At present it is the National Service advocates and 
lawyers who provide the staff for the unique SADF legal 
system under which all the accused appearing before a 
military court are defended by a qualified lawyer, a 
practice that is found in few western legal systems. 


The expertise which is channelled into the SADF by the 
Personnel Services School is best illustrated by a table 
showing the qualifications that were included in the 
JULY 1989 intake. 
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*Economic Decline May Lessen Area Conflict 


34010069A Johannesburg BEELD 
in Afrikaans 20 Oct 89 p 6 


[Text] There is a good chance that ongoing economic 
decline will mean that countries and revolutionary 
groups in southern Africa will languish militarily in the 
coming decade. 


This is the opinion of Dr Jan du Plessis, political 
consultant. In an article in the latest issue of SALVO, the 
monthly put out by ARMSCOR [Armaments Corpora- 
tion of South Africa], Dr Du Plessis predicts, among 
other things, that military pressure on the country will 
begin to decrease within the next couple of years. 


““In the decade ahead, we are going to be confronted with 
a subcontinent that is increasingly in the process of 
falling apart, where communities are no longer able to 
maintain structures that make modern warfare possible. 


“This does not mean that there will be no conflict in the 
area. It can be expected that there will always be dissen- 
sion between governments and certain resistance 


groups. 


Russia’s unwillingness of late to pass money and 
weapons around to countries willy-nilly is another 
reason that Dr Du Plessis believes that military pressure 
against South Africa will decrease. The current peace 
initiatives in Angola and Mozambique are an example of 
this. 


However, Dr Du Plessis does not believe that it will be 
become unnecessary for the Defense Force to guard the 
country’s borders anytime soon. 


“South Africa will always have to protect its borders 
against the consequences of political conflict in some of 
its neighbors. 


“An era in which conflict is not as bitter will give us the 
necessary breathing space to plan a little further, to 
determine in the meantime our needs in the area of 
defense for the year 2001.” 


*Bank Report Calls for Soweto Development 


34000236B Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 8 Nov 89 p 10 


[Article by Fred de Lange and SOUTH AFRICAN 
PRESS ASSOCIATION] 


{Text} A report calling for the long-term development of 
Soweto into a dynamic, growing satellite city of Johan- 
nesburg, was released by the Transvaal Provincial 
Administration [TPA] in Pretoria yesterday. 


The report, by Dr Simon Brand, chief executive of the 
Development Bank of Southern Africa, had been com- 
missioned by the administrator. 
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It recommends ways of improving the financial structure 
of Soweto—which is millions of rand in the red—by the 
implementation of a development strategy. 


Dr Brand told a news conference at the TPA building in 
Pretoria three areas for improvement he had identified 
were: 


e the collection of municipal moneys; 

* improving the economic structure of Soweto; 

¢ providing finance during the period of financial 
restructuring. 


Dr Brand was unable to say how much the programme 
would cost. 


Asked about the chances of turning Soweto’s finances 
around, he said: “It is a difficult situation but not 
hopeless.” 


MEC Mr Olaus van Zyl said Dr Brand would chair a 
financial adjustment programme committee that would 
investigate means of realising the recommendations con- 
tained in the report. 


Dr Brand said: “Even if the rent boycott ended, there 
would still be financial problems because of Soweto’s 
under-developed economy.” 


One of the ways to increase the Soweto City Council’s 
revenues would be to implement the “claims” it has on 
surrounding municipalities’ income because its inhabit- 
ants worked there. 


Dr Brand said the report was not a blueprint for devel- 
opment in Soweto, but merely a diagnosis of its weak- 
nesses. 


Asked how Sowetans could be persuaded to pay their 
rents, Mr Brand said the issue had become somewhat 
politicised. 

“We could take some of the emotion out of the system by 
introducing a more scientifically based system.” 


He proposed separating the service charges from the flat 
“rent” residents were charged for. 


“I think Soweto residents will realise they can’t receive 
services free of charge.” 


According to the report, a socio-economic programme 
had to be formulated to focus on improving the quality 
of public life in Soweto to capitalise on internal markets 
in the city. 


Industrial development should focus on support for 
smaller industrial enterprises, the development of larger 
industries and the possibility of incorporating Soweto 
and other similar towns in the area to qualify for a 
general industrial incentive. 


On housing, the report recommended that the transfer of 
existing houses to residents should be accelerated, and 
that active support should be given to entrepreneurs 
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involved in home improvement basing the provision of 
new housing on public subsidisation. 


The report also recommended that development of the 
full range of property and commercial development 
normally found in a city the size of Soweto should be 
addressed. 


Further deregulation and diversification of the transport 
sector in Soweto should also be investigated and the city 
should introduce a coordinated approach to planning 
physical infrastructure. 


On a financial system for Soweto the main recommen- 
dations of the Brand report is that Soweto should be 
entitled to revenue sharing with adjacent local authori- 
ties from economic activities to which residents of the 
city contribute. 


*Markets for Domestic Coal Expanding 


34000239C Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 16 Oct 89 p 8 


[Article by Terry Wilkins] 


[Text] Markets for SA [South Africa] steam coal are 
expanding and demand by the year 2005 could be for 
tonnages far in excess of present harbour capacity. 


SA currently produces 44 million tons of steam coal. 
Wharton Econometric Forecasting Associates is pre- 
dicting demand for SA steam coal will more than double 
to 90-million tons in 1995, which far exceeds present 
harbour capacity. 


By 2005, Wharton estimates, the price will have 
increased by 80 percent in real terms, to about $57/t fob. 


“South America has been cited as a potential market for 
SA coal. If subsidies to the domestic industries in the 
UK, Belgium and France are reduced—as seems likely— 
then western Europe will also become an expanding 
market for imported coal,” says the latest newsletter 
from the Minerals Bureau. 


The bulletin points out that industrial unrest continues 
in the coal industries of Australia, the Soviet Union and 
the US. 


Rand Mines coal division deputy chairman Allen Cook 
told Mintek’s sixth annual mining conference at Rand- 
burg that SA had embarked upon an export drive fol- 
lowing the opening of the Richards Bay Coal Terminal in 
1974 and was now third in the export league, behind 
Australia and the US and ahead of the Soviet Union and 
Poland. 


Australia exported about 100-million tons, the US about 
80-million tons and SA about 40-million tons. 


The average depth of SA coal is about 80m below the 
surface, the deposits are flat and geologically undis- 
turbed and the seams thick, making SA one of the 
lowest-cost producers. 
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In a normal market, price, quality and reliability would 
decide which supplier was chosen, but SA coal sales 
continually faced the threat of sanctions. ““The consoli- 
dation of the EC in 1992 may heighten the sanctions 
threat,” said Cook. 


Three major industries dominated SA internal coal sales 
in 1988—Eskom bought 64.5-million tons; Sasol bought 
39.4-million; and Iscor and other steel producers 8.9- 
million tons. 


The SA coal industry was under considerable cost pres- 
sures and while the weak rand helped offset working cost 
increases, it pushed up the cost of capital equipment. 
Costs of underground equipment had increase on 
average by 391 percent since 1979. 


He said the most important weapon for tackling costs 
was increased productivity—linking productivity to pay 
increases. 


This would require better use of people’s skills. A signif- 
icant step towards the end was taken with the recent 
abolition of job reservation on mines and so far there 
more than 30 black people held blasting certificates for 
collieries. 


A comparison of productivities between major coal- 
producing countries showed that SA productivity was 
third, with about 2,250-million tons a man-year, after 
Australia with about 3,000-million tons and the US with 
about 4,250-million tons. 


Expansion 


Another means of improving productivity, said Cook, 
was by improving worker transportation. 


On expansion, Cook said coal prices were sufficiently 
low to discourage any major new investments in coal 
mining. 


Sasol might open a large new open-cast colliery at 
Secunda, but major new mines from other groups were 
unlikely for the next few years. 


Producers would expand capacity using existing infra- 
structures. Capex to replace depleted resources was con- 
tinuing. 


Iscor was upgrading the Tshikondeni mine by about 
10,000 tons a week of coking coal. The upgrade also 
included the construction of a 123km railway line. 


The costs of a major new underground m:ne was about 
Ribn in 1989 terms. At current inflation rates this could 
easily double in five years. 
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*Harm, Benefits of Sanctions Evaluated 


34010069C Johannesburg BEELD 
in Afrikaans 3 Nov 89 p 4 


[Text] If sanctions and disinvestment can be ended 
within 2 years and foreign capital can flow back inio the 
country—combined with a domestic political settle- 
ment—the 1990s could be a decade of unprecedented 
growth and progress in South Africa. 


This was the message from Dr Chris van Wyk, chief 
executive officer for Bankorp, at a symposium held by 
Vaaldriehoek Technical College at Vanderbijlpark. 


He spoke on the effect of sanctions and disinvestment, 
saying that from 1985 to this year, South Africa has 
suffered a cumulative loss in foreign exchange of around 
40 billion rands due to sanctions and disinvestment. 


The multiplied macro-effect on the total loss in foreign 
exchange is a total production loss of around 80 billion 
rands and a total loss in the level of consumption or 
standard of living of around 100 billion rands. 


At present, real consumer spending is around 15 percent 
lower than what it could be, and the country’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) is at least 10 percent lower. 


This means that there are around half a million fewer 
jobs, not so much because existing jobs have decreased, 
but rather because without sanctions many more new 
jobs could be created for young people looking for work. 


However, sanctions and disinvestment have also had 
some clearly favorable effects, such as restructuring of 
the economy, deregulation, and privatization, financial 
discipline in the public and private sector, promoting 
exports, and tax reform. 


Mr Kurt von Schirnding, general director of the South 
Africa Foundation, said that international opinion on 
South Africa has visibly improved. 


Just as the Gorbachev-Bush era is making a dramatic 
impression on the world stage, the De Klerk era is 
making an impression at home. 


President F.W. de Klerk’s unambiguous and matter- 
of-fact approach to the country’s problems and his 
determination to put into practice the ideals to which he 
has committed himself have also left a favorable impres- 
sion abroad. 


The stage has changed profoundly from the “judgment 
day expectations” a year or so ago, into widespread 
acceptance that South Africa’s problems can be solved 
by negotiation. 


“You get the feeling that a philosophy of more carrot and 
less stick will be successful in effecting change in South 
Africa,” he said. 
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a Angola 
Polish Party Official Visits MPLA Director 


MB2712092889 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Text] The deputy director of the (?International) 
Department of the Polish United Workers’ Party is in 
Luanda for talks with Sebastiao da Silva Isata, director 
of the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola} Labor Party’s Department of Foreign Relations. 


He comes to Angola after Sebastiao Isata visited Warsaw 
early this year, during which the two sides agreed to 
deepen bilateral relations between the Polish Workers’ 
Party and ime MPLA-Labor Party. 


(?Stanislaw Chamubek) said in an interview with Radio 
Angola that the | 1th congress of his party will be held in 
January 1990 [words indistinct] and change to its stat- 
utes. He said the congress is also designed to strengthen 
[words indistinct] the Polish left and adapt its perfor- 
mance to Poland’s current situation. 


‘Sharp Increase’ in MPLA Desertions Reported 


MB2712090589 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 0600 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[Text] [no dateline as received] Growing opposition by 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] troops in different parts of the country to ihe 
Luanda regime’s current military offensive against 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] has led to a sharp increase in desertions in recent 
days, according to reliable military sources. 


The sources say that the desertion rate of MPLA troops 
has been steadily rising as the MPLA regime finalises 
preparations to launch large scale military operations 
against UNITA. The worst affected areas are the central 
Angolan provinces of Huambo and Bie and Uige Prov- 
ince in the north of the country. 


Meanwhile, the Luanda regime has stepped up forced 
military conscription campaigns in all regions of the 
country in order to back up the current military offensive 
against UNITA in southeastern Angola. 


UNITA Accuses FAPLA of Huambo Bombings 


MB2712085689 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 
and Central Africa 0510 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[Text] Troops belonging to the unpopular Luanda 
regime have carried out attacks inside our lines in 
Huambo Province as they continue their bloody military 
offensive. 


Huambo reports indicate the Luanda regime is exten- 
sively using its air force, carrying out indiscriminate 
bombings against civilian villages. The attacking FAPLA 
[People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] 
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troops have mounted their command post at Alto Uama 
with a quantity of war materiel, including T-55 tanks, 
BMP-1’s, BTR’s, and artillery. 


While the leaders of the unpopular regime installed in 
Luanda continue to view war as a way of resolving the 
Angolan conflict, ignoring all peoples’ appeal for peace, 
cease-fire, and free elections, our armed forces will take 
it upon themselves to thwart this, yet another offensive 
solely aimed at delaying peace in our country. 


AFP Reports on UNITA Infrastructure 


AB25 12183289 Paris AFP in English 1717 GMT 
25 Dec 89 


[Text] Mavinga, Angola, Dec 25 (AFP)—The rebel 
UNITA movement has developed an intricate infra- 
structure to counter the Marxist Angolan Government 
since the regime came to power in 1975. 


Financially assisted largely by the U.S. Government, 
leaders in the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola’s [UNITA] strongholds predominantly 
in the south-east of the country have developed schools, 
training colleges, hospitals and community centres. 


Education is obligatory for UNITA supporters, and 
pupils are encouraged to finish their secondary 
schooling. Promising students are sent for further studies 
in Portugal, Brazil, France and the United States. 


But many drop out. Some opt to tend the family crops 
and most young men join up to fight the Angolan 
Government forces. 


Carvas Jango, 32, who has been fighiing since civil war 
broke out with the Marxist MPLA (People’s Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angoia), says that 
youths usually join the rebel movement (UNITA)’s 
forces when they are about 15 or 16. 


A visit by an AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE reporter to 
wards in the Mavinga military hospital, 300 kilometres 
(186 miles) from the Namibian border, showed a glut of 
wounded young men. 


Attempts have been made to restore peace to the country 
through a June 22 peace accord signed by UNITA and 
the MPLA. But the two rivals have broken the truce 
through mass offensives and accused each other of 
violating the ceasefire. 


Mr. Jango told AFP that many of UNITA’s youths, 
spurred on by an emphasis on medicine in their educa- 
tion system, have signed up as medics. 


Some 60 students attached to Mavinga’s hospital are under- 
going a me-month course in first aid, emergency treatment, 
public health and minor surgery. UNITA training centres 
are set up in 26 military hospitals countrywide and students 
do practical stints in the wards. 
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A number of the doctors in Angola’s military and 
civilian hospitals are Portuguese specialists who 
remained in the country after Portugal granted Angola 


independence in 1975. 


Others have studied in the Angolan capital, Luanda, and 
the country’s other main centres, Benguela and Huambo. 


The United States, which does not recognize the Angolan 
Government, donates x-ray units, medical equipment 
and medicines to the hospitals. 


UNITA civilians are also looked after by their own, 
explains Artur Sambiliye, the superintendent of the less 
sophisticated Mavinga civilian hospital. With his small 
staff, he treats up to 120 patients daily. 


Malaria is the most common ailment, but doctors have 
tried to prevent it from reaching epidemic proportions 
by launching mobile units which travel from village to 
village. 


Facilities are primitive. Beds are made out of branches 
from trees and wards are separated by thin muslin 
curtains. A single metal wheelchair stands in the corner 
of the reception room—the hospital’s gesture to 
Western norms, while a freezer loaded with medication 
is kept going by a solar system, constructed outside one 
of the huts. 


Electricity and plumbing systems are non-existent in 
Mavinga, inhabited by some 13,000 people. Water is 
collected from the river daily and boiled to prevent 
diseases. 


Nearby, villagers tend their crops—corn, rice, and sugar 
cane. UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi has said he regards 
agriculture as the lever of Angola’s economy and has 
established agricultural services, training schools and 
animal-husbandry projects. 


But most of the residents, who rely solely on subsistence 
farming, benefit little from the agricultural schemes and 
own only a few weathered implements. 


Mr. Jango says UNITA will continue looking after its 
people as long as it takes to attain a share in the Angolan 
Government. “But we are tired of waiting. Other coun- 
tries are sharing democracy... why not Angola?” 


Widespread ‘Parallel’ Economy Reviewed 


MB2312095789 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 23 Dec 89 p 4 


[By Joao Santa Rita] 


[Text] Luanda—The capital city is the humid, depressive 
reflection of the Angolan economy. A slum city where 
almost every single shop is closed down and all the 
buildings are dirty and derelict. 


Of course one can look at it on the lighter side, as did one 
Western diplomat. 
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“This is like science fiction, a best-seller science fiction,” 
he said when questioned about the economy. 


And indeed trying to follow the official Angolan 
economy is fiction, because it simply does not work. 


Salaries, for example, have ceased to have any meaning 
at all. It is better to have a case of beer than an average 
salary of 11,000 Kwanzas. 


The case of beer can fetch you about 30,000 kwanzas in 
what the Angolans politely describe as “the parallel 
market”. 


At these markets, which proliferate in the outskirts of the 
Angola capital, beers from Portugal, Holland, Ireland, 
Denmark and Belgium are readily available at an 
average of 1,000 kwanzas per bottle or can. 


At the official rate of 30 kwanzas to the US dollar that 
would be $33, but that rate exists only in the offices of 
the Angolan government or in the few hotels that func- 
tion and where everything, including the water to drink, 
is imported and paid for in dollars. 


In the real world of the Luanda population the rate of the 
dollar is about 100 times more than the official one, 
selling at about 3,000 kwanzas to the dollar. 


The imported beer is therefore very cheap, only about 33 
US cents. 


So, if salaries are meaningless and the currency worthless 
how do Angolans live in Luanda? 


To use the local jargon you have to have “a scheme” and 
the scheme generally starts at your work place. 


All workers are given a ration card which entitles them to 
buy at the official government prices a very limited list of 
goods, such as rice, cooking oil, toothpaste, soap and 
four litres of wine. 


Whatever the case, “the scheme” then starts with the 
worker keeping what he needs for himself and bartering 
the rest with friends and other people who also have a 
“scheme”. 


“In Angola there is no such a thing as Marxist-socialism. 
Here we have schematic-socialism,” quipped a local 
resident. 


Government officials have access to shops where they 
can buy goods such as whisky and beer at the ridiculously 
low official price. 


A bottle of whisky was selling at 750 kwanzas, a good 
“scheme” since you can sell that in the parallel market at 
between 60 and 100 times more. 


At the entrance to the shop a few women, taking me for 
an official, were not interested in the whisky. “Comrade, 
please, comrade, get us some beer,” one of them asked. 


Explained a long time foreign resident: “‘Here we have a 
beer economy. If you take beer to the parallel market you 
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know you want because beer, as a sought-after com- 
modity, can always be traded off for something else at an 


agreed value.” 


Local residents of course make use of the few services 
that the State provides at ridiculously low “parallel” 
prices, such as petrol, which is plentiful, and air trans- 
portation. 


Petrol sells at 25 kwanza litre, about 83 U.S. cents at the 
official rate. In the real “parallel” economy under which 
everybody lives, that enables you to fill a 60 litre tank for 
less than a dollar. 


A pirate taxi driver told me he made 80,000 kwanzas in 
a normal day of work where each trip costs 500 kwanzas. 


His earnings are nearly eight times more in a day than an 
average monthly official salary, and more than the 
monthly official salary of the president. 


He could travel to the southern town of Lubango and 
back by plane every day for the price of 11,000 kwanzas 
and still have a comfortable salary at the “parallel” rate 
and a millionaire’s one at the official rate. 


The Angolan government is now moving to put an end to 
this chaotic situation and has joined the IMF and the 
World Bank. 


Is is now closing down the government-owned shops and 
companies and handing back shops to private owners in 
a move which the official newspaper said will “dynamise 
that economic sector”. 


But diplomats complained that, apart from a couple of 
provinces, the reforms are being introduced too slowly. 


The feeling in Luanda is that much more needs to be 
done much faster, or the science fiction could become a 
nightmare. 


Ironically, away from the slum condition: of the centre 
of Luanda, the parallel markets in their :nuddy, unhy- 
gienic and primitive conditions are thriving, bustling 
with activity, with barter in beers and in hundreds of 
thousands of kwanzas, almost a new informal CBD 
[Central Business District] 


*New Offshore Oil Deposit Discovered 


90EF0077B Lisbon O JORNAL 
in Portuguese 17-23 Nov 89 p 15 


[Text] A new deposit of high grade petroleum has been 
discovered about 28 km north of Angola in an area under 
35 meters of water. The new well, which is the fifth one 
with profitable production potential to be discovered in 
recent years, is located in an area designated Block 2, 
conceded to an international consortium comprising 
North American Texaco, Total Angola and Brazil's 
Petrobras [Brazilian Petroleum Corporation] Interna- 
tional. 
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The well, whose discovery has now been divulged, pro- 
duces a flow of 6,100 barrels per day of petroleum, 
extracted from three zones about 2.5 km below sea level. 


The petroleum is still undergoing tests for future produc- 
tion. 


Research Continues 


Meanwhile, prospecting is continuing in Block |, which 
has an area of 4,000 square meters. As divulged during 
the recent Petroleum Days promoted by Petrogal [Petro- 
leum Company of Portugal], prospecting and research 
activities have been conducted under the terms of a 
contract with the group which holds the concession: 
Petrogal (10 percent), Agip (50 percent), Elf Aquitaine 
(25 percent) and the Yugoslavian companies Ina Nafta- 
plin and Naftaglas (7.5 percent each). 


The contract, which is of the “Production Sharing Agree- 
ment” type, went into effect on | April 1982 and conduct 
of the operation was entrusted to an affiliate of the Agip 
Group-Agip Africa Lid. and Agip Angola Ltd. 


Also according to the communication presented on the 
Petroleum Days regarding, the soundings already con- 
ducted in Block |, some 13 wells have already been 
drilled, 4 of which have been declared to have commer- 
cial potential (production exceeding 1,500 barrels of 
petroleum per day): Pitangueira-1; Bananeira-!; Sapesa- 
peiro-|; and Safueiro-1. During the tests, these four wells 
showed considerable production rates, with petroleum of 
excellent quality. 


Meanwhile, according to the communication which we 
have been citing, because of the decline in the price of 
petroleum per barrel and the characteristics of the first 
three finds, the contracting group for Block | has suc- 
cessfully negotiated with Sonangol [Angolan Petroleum 
Com pany] to improve the economic terms of the con- 
tract, with the intent to initiate the development phase of 
the Safueiro well. 


Thus the future works program will be decided very 
shortly; it should consist in the “sea-line” connection 
between Safueiro | and the production facilities of 
Essungo and the distribution of the petroleum produc- 
tion through the Quinfuquena (Fina) petroleum ter- 
minal. 


From the preliminary economic studies conducted on 
the four discoveries, it is thought advisable to wait for 
the results of the development of Safueiro before making 
any decision to go into production on the other wells, for 
which the final economic calculations are currently in 


progress. 


It is expected that the initiation of production from the 
Safueiro vein will tak< place in late 1990 or early 1991. 


The contracting group has already invested about $26 
million in Block 1. 
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As a result of negotiations with Sonangol [National 
Angolan Fuel Company], Petrogal was selected to join 
the contract group indicate i for the central zone of the 
Cabinda “onshore,” together with BP and Repsol. 
Petrogal’s participation in that zone is currently 20 
percent, with the possibility of reaching 25 percent, with 
Sonangol ceding 5 percent. 


Negotiations are underway with this Angolan state com- 
pany regarding the respective terms of the contract and it 
is expected thai the latter will be signed during 1990. 


Comoros 


Opposition Official on New Election Conditions 


AB2012092089 London BBC World Service 
in English 1615 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Political life is undergoing a revival in the 
Com~ros Islands following the departure of Bob Denard 
and his band of mercenaries. They handed over control 
of the islands last week to the French military following 
what is now believed to have been the assassination last 
month of President Abdallah. Elections are scheduled 
for next month to find a successor and now members of 
the National Union for have announced the 
nomination of Mohamed Taki as their candidate, the 
second to do so. Mr Taki lives in exile in France and is 
reported to be reluctant to accept the nomination. On the 
line to Paris, Chris Cream spoke to Pierre Massenay, an 
adviser to Mr Taki and at one time associated with 
Denard’s Presidential Guard, and asked him what Mr 
Taki’s intentions were. 


[Begin recording] [Massenay] Well, first, I say he will be 
candidate, but he will be a candidate first when his 
friends ask him to be and his friends in Pa. ‘s and in exile 
have asked him to be a candidate. But his friends are still 
in Comoros, he did not meet them already, so he cannot 
say if he will be officially a candidate. Then secondly, we 
have to wait till all the opposition has built a platform to 
know exactly how to be a candidate, you know there is no 
constitution in Comoros right now. So we have to build 
something before the elections. 


[Cream] So far only Said Ali Kemal has announced he 
will Be a candidate, would Mohamed Taki not support 
him’ 


[Massenay] Well, we are in good terms with Mr Kemal, 
but we might have our own leader for the election. 


[Cream] Does Mr Taki have any intention of returning 
to the Comoros in the immediate future? 


[Massenay] Yes, we expect to go back to Comoros very 
soon. We must make sure we see exactly how things are 
done there, if there is no danger, because the mercenaries 
possibly have left some people, some mission, and we do 
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not want to send someone there to be killed like Mr 
Aquino. So first, we must make sure it is safe and then 


we go. 


[Cream] What do you mean by the mercenaries may 
have left somebody behind with some mission? 


{[Massenay] Maybe Denard seemed to be very sad to 
leave the country. Maybe he expects someone to call him 
back if the [words indistinct] against the mercenaries. If 
he is shot, then he cannot be a president. Maybe he 
expects someone else to call him back. 


[Cream] So you have anyone particular in mind? 


[Massenay] Denard had some friends, Denard was rich. 
He had some friends so just look around his friends. 
[sentence as heard] 


[Cream] What about Mr Denard, what do you think the 
future holds for him? 


{Massenay] Well first, Denard has left the political life of 
Comoros, so he is out of our problems. It may be just a 
mission for our justice, to make inquiries and the lega) 
proceedings. [as heard] But he is not right now a part of 
Comoran life. We should be interested knowning where 
he is just to make sure he does not come back. | do not 
know, now, he seems to be still in Africa. Maybe he is 
trying to find some country that will be more pleased to 
receive him. 

[Cream] Are there any countries that would like to 
receive him? 


{Massenay] Well, some countries before received him. 
He came from Gabon. I know, but in fact, except 
Panama, I do not see any country that would accept 
someone like Denard now. 


[Cream] [Words indistinct] Mohamed Taki’s lection 
platform, perhaps that Bob Denard should come back 
and face trial in the Comoros. 


[Massenay] Well, this is not a political problem, it is just 
a trial for justice. Justice should be free. If we see that Mr 
Denard has killed people, tortured people, or corrupted 
people, then it is a normal mission for justice to look for 
him. [end recording} 


Presidential Candidate Named 


AB2012095589 Paris AFP in English 0230 GMT 
20 Dec 89 


[Text] Moroni, 20 (AFP)}—Members of the National 
Union for Democracy in the Comoros announced 
Tuesday the nomination of Mohamed Taki as a candi- 
date for the upcoming presidential elections. 


Mr Taki joins Prince Said Ali Kemal as the second 
presidential candidate, the prince having nominated 
himself on December 13. 


20 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Presidential elections in this Indian Ocean republic are 
scheduled for January 14 to determine a successor to 
Ahmed Abdallah, who was assassinated November 26. 


Mr. Taki was chairman of the unicameral Comoro 
Federal Assembly until 1984, when he left to seek 
refugee in France as an exile. 


Prince Said is the grandson of the last of the Comoro 
sultans and has been in opposition since 1980. He was 
ambassador to Paris until 1980. He now lives in exile in 
France. 


Bob Denard, the French mercenary who effectively ran 
the Comoros for almost three weeks after the murder of 
Mr. Abdallah, was forced out Friday by France and 
South Africa. 


Comoran Politicians Agree on Interim Government 


AB2612192889 London BBC World Service 
in English 1615 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] One month after the assassination of Comoros 
Islands’ president, Ahmed Abdallah, and the temporary 
takeover by foreign mercenaries, political parties have 
agreed to hold open presidential elections. This would 
mean an end to 12 years of one-party rule. And Como- 
ros’ politicians have also agreed to set up an interim 
government to run the islands. From Moroni, Yusuf 
Abdel Rachid telexed this report for REUTER NEWS 
AGENCY. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The country’s main 
political groups yesterday agreed to form a provisional 
national unity government. After 10 days of roundtable 
talks convened by the interim president, Said Mohamed 
Djohar, they did not set a date for the formation of the 
provisional government. They did agree that it should 
include different political tendencies. Participants said 
the meeting also agreed to proclaim an amnesty for all 
politcal prisoners and to open an inquiry into the death 
of President Ahmed Abdallah. The conference set upa 
national electoral commission to organize and supervise 
the election which manv politicians expect to take place 
within 6 months. It was also decided to repeal the 1979 
law which made the islands a one-party state and the rule 
stipulating that each presidential candidate must be 
supported by at least five elected representatives from 
each of the three islands. The rule has made single 
candidate elections inevitable since one island, Mwali, 
only sends five deputies of the national Parliament. [as 
heard] 


The conference also passed a resolution urging France to 
return the island of Mayotte to the Comoros. Mayotte, 
which voted against independence in the 1974 refer- 
endum, remained French when the other three islands in 
the archipelago unilaterally declared independence a 
year later. [end recording] 
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French Begin ‘Supervising’ Security Forces 
EA1912133589 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 1600 GMT 18 Dec 89 


[Text] Regarding the French forces that replaced Bob 
Denard and the mercenaries, they have started their 
duty, whi:h consists of supervising the Comoran forces: 
A total of 190 men. (7This is) in accordance with defense 
agreements between the Comoros and France. 


The (?Ovide) operation has now ended. Mayotte is now 
returning to normal after a very eventful week. The 
French troops are (?gradually) returning to their respec- 
tive bases. The result of the (?Ovide) plan of action with 
General Penacchioni, commander of the French Armed 
Forces of the southern zone of the Indian Ocean, [words 
indistinct]. [passage indistinct] 

The French Government has also withdrawn from 
Comoran territorial waters the four naval vessels which 
were involved in the operation. 


Namibia 


Constituent Assembly Cooperation Said Increasing 
MB2412090089 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 24 Dec 89 p 2 


[By Brendan Seery] 


[Text] Windhoek—Peace, reconciliation and co- 
operation seem to be busting out all over in Namibia in 
this season of goodwill. 


In the final Constituent Assembly sitting last week, the 
politicians were almost falling over their own silvery 
tongues to praise their opponents and pat themselves on 
the backs. 


“The Dovbting Thomases”, intoned SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization] administrative sec- 
retary Moses Garoeb, “have been proved wrong”. 


The seven parties represented in the Assembly, and who 
began the debating sessions in hostility and mutual 
suspicion on November 21, have—by reaching agree- 
ment on the main provisions of a constitution— 
achieved what even the most optimistic political 
observers would have thought impossible only a few 
weeks ago. 


Everybody—from DTA [Democratic Turnhalle Alli- 
ance] leader Dirk Mudge to SWAPO's Constituent 
Assembly Chairman Hage Geingob, and even UN Spe- 
cial Representative Martti Ahtisaari—seems hopeful the 
final constitution will be approved by the third week of 
January, paving the way for a possible Independence 
Day as soon as March |. 


The spirit of compromise and co-operation would, if it 
continued to prevail in the ranks of an independent 
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government, leave Namibians with no need to fear about 
the future of the country remarked Mr Mudge. 


The agreement on the constitution enabled the country 
to breathe its second sigh of relief (if not amazement) at 
the smooth transition to independence. The first hurdle 
successfully overcome was the one-man, one-vote elec- 
tion last month. 


SWAPO has even dec!ared itself committed to the multi- 
party democratic system for the forseeable future. 


On Thursday [21 sy . SWAPO President 
Sam Nujoma—the fu ture Presiden: of an independent 
Namibia—had even more tranquilisers to hand out to 
the nervous and jittery business and white communities. 
His anncancement of a “shadow Cabinet” was remark- 
able for its choice of technocrats rather than ideologies 
and its concessions to minority groups. 


Whites are well-represented in the shadow team, which 
Mr Nujoma said will look at the existing administrative 
structures and lay the groundwork for 16 Ministries. 


Well-known Windhoek executor and liquidator Dr Otto 
Herrigel—an apolitical man highly respected for his 
financial knowledge and judgment—will head the crucial 
Finance portfolio. Lawyer and SWAPO member 
Hartmut Ruppel has been nominated for the post of 
Attorney-General, while Windhoek chartered accoun- 
tant Gert Hanekom’s name is down for Auditor-General. 
Mr Hanekom is the head of the Windhoek Agricultural 
Show Soc,.'ty. 


Biologist Charlie Schlettwein, whose previous claim to 
fame was the successful campaign against “Kariba week” 
in the choked channels of the Linyanti and Zambezi 
rivers in Caprivi, has been appointed to the Agriculture, 
Fisheries, Water and rural development Ministry. The 
head of the Ministry has been left vacant, sparking 
speculation that veteran white Nat politician Mr Jannie 
de Wet—currently involved in a “broedertwis” with 
fellow local Nats about the future of their election front, 
Action Christian National—may fill the post. 


Mr Hanno Rumpf—a Rhodes University-educated 
SWAPO member who went into exile rather than serve 
in the SADF [South African Defense Force] here—will 
be assisting in the Ministry of Wildlife, Conservation 
and Tourism. 


Minority parties in the Assembly, such as the Untied 
Democratic Front of Namibia and the Namibia National 
Front, have also been accorded positions in the “shadow 
Cabinet” by Mr Nujoma. However, conspicuous by its 
absence from the group which looks like forming the first 
government is the D7 A, which has long been regarded as 
SWAPO's sworn enemy. 


Still, foreign diplomats and journalists and cynical local 
observers have been pleasantly surprised by the compar- 
ative ease and friendliness with which Namibia is 
moving towards independence. 
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Zambia 


Kaunda Regrets Romanian Unrest, Hails Gorbachev 


MB261°971589 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Text] The president, Comrade Kaunda, has voice: 
concern at the wave of killings that has gripped Romania 
since former President Nicolae Ceausescu was ousted ir 
a popular revolt last week. 


In his first public comment on the upheavals in 
Romania, Comrade Kaunda told an interdenor:ina- 
tional Christmas service at Kasaba Bay yesterd7y that 
Romanians should reconcile and find a new lea Jer. He 
regretted the massive loss of life and (?said that 1.) should 
come to an end. 


The president commended Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev for speeding up the progressive changt's in East 
Europe, including in the Soviet Union itself. He said 
Comrade Gorbachev had impressed him greatly for 
changing the mood of international relations for the 
better [wards indistinct] in office. 


(?Sacly), the president said some people had misunder- 
stood Comrade Gorbachev to the extent that he has been 
accused of selling out communism when inis was not the 
case. 


Prime Minister Calls for Spending Cuts 


MB2312191389 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Text] Prime Minister General Malimba Masheke has 
appealed to the leadership in the country to heip the 
government cut down on expenses in car deals and 
[words indistinct] exercises. 

He said this will be effectively (?done) for [word indis- 
tinct] housing and construction of school facilities for 
which 280 million kwacha has been allocated. 


Closing the Lusaka provincial committee meeting at the 
Civic Center today, Gen Masheke said the country 
would like to cut down on expenses by sowing maize in 
the areas where the crop is produced. He told the 
mesting, which included Lusaka member of the Central 
Committee Bautis Kapulu and Minister of Power, 
Transport, and Communication Enos Haimbe, that Par- 
liament has already approved expenditure for [words 
indistinct}. 


Zimbabwe 


East European Envoys Hail Ceausescu’s Death 
MB2612104689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1039 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare Dec 26 SAPA—The execution of former 
Romanian President Nicolae Ceausescu and his wife 
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Elen on Monday was described as the “Right judgment” 
by Romania’s charge d'affaires in Harare on Tuesday, 
the ZIANA NEWS AGENCY reports. 


Mr Dimitru Ciubotariu said the Ceausescu family had 
become too dictatorial. 


“] think the judgment and decision taken by the 
authorities was right because this despot had suc- 
ceeded in making his family the only important family 
in the country. They were the main people in the 
country and everybody had to listen to them, hail to 
obey them. Otherwise they were thrown into jail,” Mr 
Ciubotariu said. 


Mr Ceausescu was executed after being tried by an 
extra-Oruinary tribunal for genocide—in which over 
60,000 people were allegedly killed—abuse of power by 
allegedly organising military activities against citizens 
and the state, destruction of property, abuse of the 
national economy and an attempt to escape the country 
with one billion dollars in foreign banks. 


“For these crimes against the Romanian people and 
Romania, the accused Nicolae Ceausescu and Elen 
Ceausescu were condemned to death and confiscation of 
their property (ordered). The sentence is definite and 
was executed,” said a statement sent to Romanian’s 
diplomatic mission in Harare by the interim government 
of the National Salvation Front. 


“The Romania people were too oppressed and some- 
thing was gorng to happen. 


“The history of Romania is the history of fighting for 
freedom of expression, for rights, for democracy. They 
(Romanians) want very much to organise their own lives 
according to their wishes,” Mr Ciubotariu said of the 
rebellion. 


He added that Romanians were “gay” about the former 
strongman’s execution. 


Commenting on the developments in Romania, Bul- 
garia’s ambassador to Zimbabwe, Mr Aleksandr + tana- 
sov, said he was “deeply satisfied” about Mr Ceausescu's 
deposal and execution. 


“I express deep satisfaction with the end of the cruel 
regime of repression and genocide of Ceausescu. His ¢\. 3 
of personality and imperial dynasty is a sin and disgrace 
for Marxist-Leninist ideology which was utilised to cover 
his crimes against his own people,” Mr Atanasov said. 
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He added that Ceausescu’s government had been neither 
Marxist-Leninist nor socialist, but simply “a dictator- 
ship of evil”. 


ZANU-PF Chairman Discusses Politica! Parties 


MB2712122689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1206 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare Dec 27 SAPA—The newly elected 
chairman of Zimbabwe's ruling United ZANU (PF) 
[Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front] 
party, Mr Joseph Msika, said on Wednesday the emer- 
gence of new political parties in the country would not 
affect ZANU's desire and programme to unite all Zim- 
babweans, the ZIANA NEWS AGENCY reports. 


Mr Msika, who was elected chairman at the end of a 
four-day ZANU national congress last week, said most 
Zimbabweans suy ported general political unity and the 
merger of the country’s two main political parties— 
Patriotic Front Zimbabwe African People’s Union (PF- 
ZAPU) and the Zimbabwe African National Union 
(Patriotic Front) (ZANU-PF). 


“The emergence of minority poliiical parties is of no 
consequence. As far as | am concerned, opportunistic 
elements ill always exist and will continue trying to 
find if they can exploit a few people here and there. 


“For us, ‘he most important thing is our realisation that 
people support unity, and we don't see the emergence of 
any party affecting our desire and programme to unit all 
Zimbabweans under the banner of ZANU,” he said. 
While Zimbabwe's two major political parties completed 
a merger programme which began two years ago, a new 
party, the Zimbabwe Action People’s Unity (ZAPU), 
was formed in Bulawayo. 


Another party, whose leadership or membership has not 
yet been identified, advertised its existence in a weekly 
newspaper two weeks ago. 


Mr Masika, who is also minister of public construction 
and national housing, said these parties, and any other 
which might be formed, would fizzle out. 


“To talk about them is to give them the recognition they 
do not deserve. These parties will die 2 natural death 
because they wll not have the support of the people. 
They are underest:ziating or do not know the strong 
desire of political unity that exists among Zimbabwe- 
ans,” he said. 
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Benin 


Kerekou Addresses National Conference Committee 


AB2412085189 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Excerpts] The committee set up to organize the national 
conference of the Beninese active forces’ representatives 
was Officially inaugurated by President Mathicu 
Kerekou at the Presidential Palace this afternoon. 
Present were members of the People’s Revolution Party 
of Benin [PRPB}] Political Bureau and Central Com- 
mittee, the National Revolutionary Assembly Standing 
Committee, the National Executive Council, and the 
executive committees of the party’s mass organizations. 


The head of state first recalled the reasons for setting up 
this organizing committee, which includes the ministers 
of interior, labor and social affairs, information and 
communications, commerce, crafts, and tourism, pri- 
mary education, secondary and h'gher education, plan- 
ning, and justice. [passage omitted] 


The head of state then defined the mission assigned to 
the committee; namely, calling on all competent 
Beninese to help draw up the various expected reforms. 
Let us listen to the president's speech at the inauguration 
ceremony: 


[Begin Kerekou recording] [passage omitted] Indeed, 
without minute, methodic, and rigorous preparations 
carried out efficiently and calmly, the expected results of 
the major political events in the months ahead cannot be 
achieved. This is why, comrade members of the orga- 
nizing committee, you should show a high sense of 
responsibility and great creative abilities in accom- 
plishing your mission. Thus, you will have to plan and 
implement all the actions necessary for this conference 
before 31 January 1990. You will also call on all compe- 
tent citizens likely to contribute meaningfully to carrying 
out the following tasks with enthusiasm and fair compe- 
tition: 


1. To identify and record all the nation’s active forces in 
their different political leanings; 


2. To propose a representative percentage for partici- 
pants in the national conference; 


3. To adopt a draft program for the conference, its date 
and duration as well as to arrange all the facilities 
necessary for its organization and convention in Feb- 
ruary 1990; 


4. To critically assess and thoroughly implement our 30 
November 1972 program of action speech and the 26 
August 1977 constitution; 


5. To draw up a report on the national situation by 
focusing on political, economic, social, and cultural 
aspects; 
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6. In view of the objectives of the structural adjustment 
program and of the major political decisions contained 
in the communique issued by the special joint session of 
6 and 7 December 1989, to draw up the preliminary plan 
for the documents concerning institutional reforms and 
national political platform; 


7. To draw up a draft budget for the conference. 


Comrade members of the organizing committee, this 1s 
the general framework within which you should conduct 
your deliberations, while being steadily motivated by a 
strong willingness to discharge your national and revo- 
lutionary duty with dignity. This should be done in the 
supreme interest of our country, people, and the entire 
nation without losing sight of the fact that you must at all 
costs preserve the gains of the Beninese People’s Demo- 
cratic Revolution. [passage omitted] 


In conclusion, we eagerly and pa‘riotically appeal to all 
active forces inside and outside | he country—whatever 
their political leanings, we stres.—to concretely turn up 
where they are needed and make themselves useful by 
sending their suggestions to the National Conference 
Organizing Committee. [passage omitted] [end 
recording} 


Burkina Faso 


Further on ‘Official Version’ of ‘Coup Plot’ 


AB2612205789 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Rumors are rife in Burkina Faso following the 
government's announcement that it has foiled a coup 
plot with Ghanaian and Comeroonian connections. It 
comes after days of speculation about unrest in the 
Burkinehe Army and reports that seven of those arrested 
had be_n executed. The authorities have denied the 
caecutions, but two foreigners, described as mercenaries, 
have been shown on television and said to be part of the 
plot. But there is still considerable confusion about whai 
was actually planned. On the line to Ouagadougou, 
Robin White asked Allison Mboya what the official 
version of the events is: 


[Begin recording] [Mboya] The authorities... [changes 
thought] according to the official version, the security 
forces arrested last week a number of people in connec- 
tion with this coup plot. They have as many as 100 
Burkinabe and foreign persons have been arrested. [sen- 
tence as heard] The plot was hatched in Ghana and they 
were made to come here and to overthrow the govern- 
ment over the weekend. [sentence as heard] 


[White] Who in Ghana was supposed to have been 
involved? 


{Mboya] This is Mr Boukary Kabore. He is the man who 
attempted a countercoup against Compaore when he 
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overthrew Sankara in 1987. This amateur recruited 
many Ghanaian, Cameroonian, Burkinabe for this job, 
mercenaries for this job. 


[White] And he is still in Ghana? 
[Mboya] Apparently, he is still in Ghana. 


[White] So, he never crossed the border and came in to 
Burkina Faso? 


{[Mboya] Apparently not. He is still there. 


[White] Now, who were the people who were dispiayed 
on television over the weekend? 


[Mboya] Uh, well, they were two foreigners—two 
Cameroonian mercenaries who were brought for the 
television cameras, and they did not seem particularly 
well informed that they were men working for money in 
this case. [sentence as heard] No one (?saw) anything of 
the Burkinabe nationals who were alleged to have been 
involved. 


[White] But what did these people who appeared on 
television say? 


{[Mboya] Uh, they said that they were recruited by a 
certain lieutenant and told to go to Ghana, strangely 
enough, for a possible coup attempt there. And they were 
told that that was their job. Once there, they were met by 
this Boukary and told that the program had been 
changed and that there was a coup d’etat planned for 
Burkina Faso. 


[White] And when did they come into Bourkina Faso? 
{Mboya] Some time last week. This is still unclear. 
[White] So, how many people, all in all, were arrested? 
[Mboya] The number should be around 50 at this point. 


[White] And how many of them were local, 2nd how 
many were foreign? 


[Mboya] Uh, no one knows that at this point. We have 
only seen the two Cameroonians. 


[White] Now, what is the situation in Burkina Faso .:ow? 
Is it still tense or what is the situation? 


[Mboya] It is not tense at all. The events seem to have 
passed quickly. There will be a trial at the beginning of 
January. In short, the tension has to do with the con- 
tinued detentions within the military here. Everyone is 
aware of that, and there is some question as to the 
whereabouts of the commander of the Commando unit 
at Po. Some say he has been arrested; some say he has 
fled the country. Now, the atmosphere here is quite calm 
and the atmosphere down in Po, I imagine is quite tense. 


[White] So, the implication is that there were some 
senior people within the Burkinabe Army who were or 
might have been involved in this coup? 
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Mboya] Yes, rumors have it that the arrests continue and 
that many high-ranking people may fall due to this, but 
the national radio has stopped talking about this for the 
time being and everything seems calm here. 


[White] And is it generally assumed that the people who 
were involved in this coup plot if, indeed there was one, 
were supporters of the former president, Sankara? 


[Mboya] Well, that is the link with Boukary and the 
pro-Sankary movement which he is meant to be 
attempting to mount, but the two Cameroonians were 
mercenaries and they did not seem particularly well 
informed even as to who had recruited them. [end 
recording] 


Government ‘Willing To Implicate’ Ghana 


AB2712091489 London BBC World Service 
in English 0730 GMT 27 Dec 89 


[From the “African news”’] 


[Text] Further details have been emerging in Burkina 
Faso about reported attempts to overthrow President 
Blaise Compaore. The BBC West Africa correspondent 
says the Burkina Faso authorities have given consider- 
able publicity to allegations that some of the group 
involved had been recruited in Ghana. Although there 
have been no direct accusations against the Ghanaians, 
our correspondent says the publicity suggests that 
Burkina Faso is now willing to implicate the Ghanaian 
Government in the alleged plot. 


Two men from Cameroon, who were presented to jour- 
nalists in Burkina Faso on Sunday, said that after they 
wer? recruited, they were told that they would be joining 
a group led by a former Burkinabe Army officer, Captain 
Boukary Kabore, who fled to Ghana after questioning 
the murder of President Thomas Sankara of Burkina 
Faso 2 years ago. 


Ghana 


Iranian Trade Delegation Arrives for Talks 


AB2312105489 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] An Iranian Trade Mission in the country to seek 
joint partnership in the fields of industry, mining, agri- 
culture, and medicine. The !0-member delegation led by 
(?Doroordchi Khilil) today held discussions in Accra 
with officials of the Ministry of Trade and Tourism, the 
Ghana Export Promotion Council, and the Ghana 
National Chamber of Commerce. Mr (?Khilil), who is 
the vice president of Iran’s Export Promotion Center, 
said Iran is particularly intrested :n Ghana’s cocoa and 
timber. He said Iran has consumer goods, agricultural 
machinery, and technical know-how in the field of 
agriculture, which it can exchange for Ghanaian goods. 
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The delegation also held discussions with officials of the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Industry, Science, and 
Technology. 


The deputy chief commercial officer of the Ministry of 
Trade and Tourism B.E. Chum suggested the establish- 
ment of a permanent joint commission for cooperation 
between the two countries. This, he said, will facilitate 
closer links and step up economic cooperation. The 
delegation, which has already been to Nigeria, will stay | 
week in Ghana. 


Mission Seeks Cooperation 


AB2612182389 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Text] The leader of an Iranian trade mission to Ghana 
has expressed his country’s desire to cultivate mutual 
trade opportunities apart from expanding the good polit- 
ical relations. Speaking to the GBC [Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation] in Accra, he mentioned agriculture and 
mining as some of the sectors for fruitful cooperation. 
He said there are also chances for cooperation in the 
technical field and the establishment of joint ventures. 


According to him, Iran has a great potential for con- 
sumer goods and semiprocessed items and expressed his 
country’s interest in Ghana's cocoa and timber. 


Ivory Coast 


Status of 2 Togolese Arrested 17 Dec Updated 


AB2412082289 Paris AFP in French 1231 GMT 
23 Dec 89 


[Text] Abidjan, 23 Dec (AFP)—The two Togolese 
nationals picked up for questioning on Sunday, 17 
December, in Abidjan while in possession of documents 
hostile to President Eyadema’s regime are still being 
secretly detained in Abidjan, and there are no indica- 
tions that they will be released for Christmas, it was 
learned from Ivorian judicial circles. Godwin Tete and 
Kuevi Akue are being detained on the premises of the 
Directorate of Territorial Surveillance in Abidjan, and 
their relatives have not yet been permitted to visit them, 
it was learned from the same sources. 


Very grave concern prevails in the Togolese circles of the 
Ivorian economic capital regarding the possible extradi- 
tion of the two men to Togo. Yesterday, the Togolese 
Government officially expressed satisfaction with the 
situation and thanked President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny for permitting these arrests. 


Messrs Tete and Akue were found in possession of 
documents considered by Ivorian authorities to be hos- 
tile to the Togolese regime. These documents are said to 
be the manifesto of the Democratic Convention of 
African Peoples, which denounces the dictatorship of 
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General Eyadema since he took power in 1967, and 
demands a change of regime as well as the establishment 
of a multiparty system. 


Mali 


President Opens First National Cadres Conference 


AB23i12163189 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] In the search for solutions to the many prob- 
lems facing the people, the party has constantly asked 
every militant to make contributions to the common 
national construction effort. This is what President 
Moussa Traore, secretary general of the party, said this 
morning while opening the first national cadres’ confer- 
ence at the Cultural Center in the presence of delegates 
and members of the diplomatic corps accredited to Mali. 
This conference will deliberate on a large number of 
current issues and topics that call for contributions from 
each Malian, the head of state continued. These include 
the role of the cadres in the examination of economic 
reforms and the fight against fraud. [passage omitted] 


Traore Addresses Final Session 


AB24 12134889 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Excerpts] The first national cadres conference ended 
this afternoon in the Anzoumana Cissoko Theater of the 
Culture Palace in Bamako. It was chaired by General 
Moussa Traore, secretary general of the party and pres- 
ident of the Republic. The closing ceremony took place 
in the presence of the 938 delegates and members of 
official organizations. At the end of this conference, 
participants proposed and adopted several measures 
mainly aimed at boosting the socioeconomic and cul- 
tural development of our country. These recommenda- 
tions were read by the general rapporteur of the confer- 
ence, Sidiki Diarra, member of parliament and the 
Central Executive Bureau. 


But it will be noted that in his important address at the 
end of the conference, Gen Moussa Traore drew the 
main conclusions of this first national cadres conference. 
It was with a new appeal by the president of the Repub- 
lioc to all cadres for a real awareness of their responsi- 
bilities in the development of our country that this 
conference ended after 3 days of proceedings, debate, 
and exchange of views during which the problems that 
hamper smooth implementation of the economic 
reforms set in motion in February under the responsi- 
bility of the cadres were examined. In this regard, 
appropriate solutions were proposed and ways and 
means identified to remedy the phenomenon of fraud, 
which was pinpointed as one of the causes for our 
dwindling economy. The results were in the form of 
recommendations aimed at facilitating the implementa- 
tion of our economic reforms and making the fight 
against fraud effective. [passage omitted] 
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Charged with thoroughly examining the problems that 
comprise our country’s future, the first national cadres 
conference was without doubt an occasion for a free and 
fruitful debate. Gen Moussa Traore, secretary general of 
the party and president of the Republic, appealed to the 
conference to meet the aspirations of our hard-working 
people. It therefore mainly stressed the necessary condi- 
tions for the emergence of a nation that will be capable of 
taking its destiny into its own hands if both the imple- 
mentation and the successful adoption of its priority 
policy of economic reforms. Thus, the importance of the 
proceedings of this national conference is that it has 
enabled participants to obtain encouraging results 
through the adoption of a series of measures in the 
administrative, technical, and institutional fields in 
order to enhance the role of the cadres in the successful 
implementation of the economic reforms and the fight 
against all forms of fraud. 


Generally speaking, the achievement of a satisfactory 
economic, social, and cultural effort in our country 
depends on several vital needs for the successful imple- 
mentation of the economic reforms in Mali by our 
cadres, namely, the democratization of the process of 
economic and political decisionmaking in the interests 
of the nation, the need for cadres to loyally contribute 
their technical knowhow to the task of explanation, 
awareness Campaigns, and social mobilization, the need 
for the cadre to inform themselves about these programs 
and adhere to the validity of these programs—namely, 
their cooperation in their conception and elaboration. 
The information and training of grass-root militants and 
other workers are essential duties of the cadres. The 
cadres can make direct contributions through daily fights 
against fraud. They must also provice examples through 
their sense of patriotism, devotion to work, strict man- 
agement of businesses, their exemplary civil behavior, 
their agreement to consume locally manufactured goods, 
and strict application and monitoring of the economic 
reform measures adopted. 


But it goes without saying that the mobilization of cadres 
for the solution of the country’s problems must be made 
under the auspices of the political leadership which 
orientates and controls the state apparatus in order to 
successfully enforce a coherent cadres policy, on one 
hand, in order to guarantee their permanent employ- 
ment by the regularly paying salaries, and on the other 
hand, the elaboration of a true national debt policy based 
on rational and efffective use of borrowed resources. 


As for the fight against fraud, debates on the analysis of 
the causes and the various ways the phenonmenon is 
practiced and its consequences on the national economy 
has enabled the conference to recommend the establish- 
ment at the fiscal level of a simple customs tariff struc- 
ture, the lightening of the fiscal [word indistinct], a 
feasibility study on the anticipated payment of customs 
rights, strict application of the texts concerning the 
customs rights payment, better management of fiscal 
exonerations, and lastly, strict application of the texts 
concerning cash payments. 
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At the economic level, the suggested measures regard the 
total reform of the management of external trade, the 
abolition of administrative protection, the organization 
of distribution channels, the [word indistinct] of our 
products, and the integration of the informal sector. 
Finally, as an admitistrative measure, the conference 
recommended the intervention of transport agents in all 
channels of the control of external trade by specialized 
services. [passage omitted] 


Traore Addresses National Council 25 Dec 


AB2612181189 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] The eighth session of the party’s National 
Council began this morning at the palace of the National 
Assembly. General Moussa Traore, general secretary of 
the National Union of Malian People [UDPM], was 
welcomed upon arrival by militants from District 2 of 
Bamako and Sidiki Diarra, speaker of the National 
Assembly. 


In his opening speech, Gen Traore stated that each 
cadre, whatever position he holds, must make sure that 
he is discharging fully the duty assigned him by the 
Malian nation. Let us listen to the president now: 


[Begin Traore recording] The eighth session of the 
UDPM National Council opened only 48 hours after the 
first national statutory conference of the cadres, a major 
political event followed by the entire Malian people with 
particular attention. This conference was indeed a good 
opportunity for the cadres to express their views on the 
major concerns of the nation. Called on to assume their 
responsibilities in the efforts to build up our nation, the 
cadres attended the meeting massively and spoke their 
minds freely, objectively, and very usefully. The relevant 
recommendations made at the end of the deliberations 
are the result of collective thought based on the same 
desire to implement the major development projects of 
our country. 


Ladies and gentlemen of the National Council, the 
Central Executive Bureau hereby presents for your con- 
sideration recommendations that are likely to aid in 
implementing the economic reform programs and to 
deal drastically with smuggling, which particularly 
undermines our economy, now that our country should 
resort to all its resources to meet its obligations. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


Traore, Libyan Envoy Discuss Cooperation 


AB2612222889 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Text] General Moussa Traore, general secretary of the 
Democratic Union of Malian People and head of state, 
today received Ibrahim al-Bishari, a Libyan emissary, 
who is a member of the External Relations Committee 
and minister of external security. [titled as heard] They 
discussed many issues, particularly the cooperation 
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between Tripoli and Bamako, as well as problems facing 
the subregion. The Libyan minister was accompanied by 
Libyan ambassador Abu-Taba. 


Nigeria 


Staff of Permanent Mission to UN Recalled 


AB2312222789 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Text] All staff of the permanent mission of Nigeria to 
the United Nations have been recalled. A NAN report 
said all but two of the diplomatic staff at the mission 
received their letters las: Friday [22 December]. No 
reason was given for their recall, but it was gathered that 
few of the affected staff had been redeployed to the 
Nigerian Consulate in New York and the Nigerian 
Embassy in Washington. Some of the staff were, how- 
ever, said to have returned to Nigeria and reported to the 
Ministry of External Affairs in Lagos. 


Meanwhile, a new set of staff are to be deployed to New 
York to take charge of the mission. 


Senegal 


*PLP Leader Opts for Confrontation 


34190018B Dakar WAL FADJRI 
in French 6 Oct 89 p 11 


[Article by O. Gueye] 


[Text] Breaking with his characteristic moderation, the 
PLP [People’s Liberation Party] leader is making himself 
heard in a severe attack on the administration, taking a 
stand that makes confrontation inevitable. 


The tone was very severe and the condemnation 
unequivocal. Mr Babacar Niang has probably never been 
so hard on the administration in recent years as he was at 
the national council of the PLP on 30 September. He 
issued what amounted to an indictment of the govern- 
ment incarnated in Abdou Diouf and his minister of 
state. The virulent speech probably marked Niang’s 
radical transformation. 


The time had come for the PLP leader to throw away his 
usual political demeanor. Since, in his eyes, the situation 
has become very serious, he believes the moment has 
come “to change all our habits and usual ways of doing 
politics.” This means Mr Niang is now following a 
course of direct confrontation with the administration. 
He was, in fact, very clear on this point when he called on 
all Senegalese “to prepare ourselves to face tense and 
dangerous situations that will require mobilization and 
action of all our militants and leaders and in general the 
very sinews of the nation who truly want to save Sene- 


gal.” 


This new, strong language reveals the PLP leader’s 
disappointment in the administration’s duplicity. After 
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repeated calls for democratic, national dialogue and 
p:oposed solutions for resolving the political impasse, 
Mr Niang has realized that the administration has no 
intention of accepting his solutions. He thinks the intro- 
duction in the National Assembly of legislation altering 
the election code, political parties, and their access to 
state media, without consulting either the other political 
parties or the unions, constitutes a “rupture of the social 
and political peace.” The government’s action betrays its 
desire to thumb its nose at the opposition and stick to its 
course in spite of the discontent and the sad economic 
situation. 


The picture Mr Niang paints of the situation is one of 
near chaos. He calls it, “The failure of a policy of facility 
and abandon, with its train of suffering, privation, cruel 
disappointment, crushed hopes and, to put it bluntly, 
decay.”” The wielders of power have no alternative now 
but to throw in the towel since, he says, they have, 
“Neither legitimacy, nor credibility, nor the necessary 
authority to convince the population to accept the sac- 
rifices they see as necessary.” 


Now we are waiting to see what steps the PLP intends to 
take to fizht the administration’s unilateral measures, 
which the PLP calls provocations. It says it means to 
work arm in arm with all patriots whose one concern is 
the health of the nation. 


On the subject of the Senegalese-Mauritanian conflict, 
Mr Niang says he is not afraid to oppose the adminis- 
tration by advising levelheadedness and does not insist 
on the condition of Mauritania accepting the 1933 
decree. He backs subregional and regional integration as 
our Only way out. 


Sierra Leone 


Currency Offenders Called ‘Enemy’ of State 


AB2312123489 Freetown Domestic Service 
in English 0700 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] The minister of state, Southern Province, Mr 
Sam Pakrah, has warned that any individual who vio- 
lates the recent Currency Control and Sabotage Act is 
regarded as an enemy of the state. Addressing busi- 
nessmen, bankers, and a cross-section of the public at the 
Bo Town Hall, the minister said the law can only be 
effective if everyone cooperates in its implementation. 
He therefore appealed to all to desist from the practice of 
hoarding international currencies and to deposit them in 
the banks as stipulated by law. He called on bank 
managers to cooperate with the government in the appli- 
cation of the new law, so that the public can regain the 
confidence of the banking system. [passage omitted] 


Currency Crackdown Begins 


AB2312105889 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Do not go out with your pocket bulging with bank 
notes if you live in Sierra Leone. That seems to be the moral 
to be drawn from the arrest of a prominent foreign busi- 
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nessman. He was picked up at a time when the authori- 
ties are cracking down on currency rackets and are 
sensitive about too much cash floating around. And the 
arrested man got into [word indistinct], even though he 
has been decidedly generous to the Sierra Leone Gov- 
ernment From Freetown, Patrick Jones telexed this 
report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Yesterday a Lebanese 
diamond tycoon, (Ahmed Shamel), was arrested for having 
10 million leones in cash in his possession. Keeping large 
quantities of cash is against the new economic laws which 
parliament passed recently. (Shamel) was caught in posses- 
sion of the money when he was travelling from Freetown to 
Kono District. Police stopped his vehicle, carried out a 
search, and unearthed the 10 million leones, all of it in 50 
leone notes. (Shamel) was brought to Freetown Criminal 
Investigation Headquarters, where his Pajero jeep and the 
money are now in custody. 


For several months now, all commercial banks in the 
country have been the victims of hoarders and have been 
unable to dish out cash to their customers because of this 
shortage of leones. However, the arrest of (Shamel) came 
as something of a surprise, since he recently loaned $1 
million to the government. Meanwhile, 37 Sierra Leone- 
ans, who travel to England for Christmas, have been sent 
home by customs officers at Gatwick Airport. They 
apparently arrived in England without proper docu- 
ments and were turned away. They paid 45,000 leones 
each for their excursion airfare, but they were all sent 
back home on a special charter flight. [end recording] 


Togo 


Commentary on ‘Subversive Documents’ in Abidjan 


AB2112193989 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 21 Dec 89 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] As the founding father of the Rally of the Togolese 
People [RPT] and president of the Republic, General 
Gnassingbe Eyadema, would say, lies are fragile and do 
not last, the truth eventually triumphs: The truth has 
been brought to broad daylight with the arrest of one 
Togolese [as heard] in Abidjan on 17 December. He was 
trying to smuggle suitcases filled with misleading leaflets 
hostile to the Togolese Government into the Ivory Coast. 
The discovery of these subversive documents and the 
arrest of the disparager, who was caught red handed, 
sheds new light on the campaign of disparagement and 
subversion by a small group of Togolese living in France. 


Indeed, a few weeks ago, leaflets calling on Benin Uni- 
versity students to rise against the [word indistinct] 
institutions were distributed on the Lome university 
campus. In implementing their Machiavelian goals, the 
authors of these subversive documents said the leaflets 
were designed and produced by Benin University stu- 
dents in order to arouse opposition to our country’s 
leadership and sow confusion in their minds. But, far 
from achieving these goals, the leaflets, on the contrary, 
galvanized Togolese students, who closed ranks and rose 
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as one to denounce this disinformation campaign. All 
over the country and from abroad, Togolese students, 
who know very well where their real interests lie have 
firmly condemned the activities of these troublemakers 
who even denounced the students during their Demo- 
cratic Convention of African Peoples. 


The man who was arrested in Ivory Coast is a member of 
this famous Democratic Convention of African Peoples. 
He is Godwin Tete, a former UN functionary who lives 
in Paris. He was welcomed at the airport by Daniel 
Kouevi Akue, a mathematics professor at Abidjan Uni- 
versity. After Abidjan, Godwin Tete, who was carrying 
the subversive documents, was to go to Ghana, from 
where he would have smuggled the subversive docu- 
ments into Togo. 


It is now clear that the leaflets, distributed on campus, 
had never been designed and produced by Togolese 
students and in the country, but they are the work of a 
small group of incompetent, jealous, bitter, and nostalgic 
people. After they have benefited from our regime, 
which found them good positions in international orga- 
nizations, where they could not measure up to the tasks, 
they have created clubs and [word indistinct] which only 
exist theoretically and which they use as a cover for their 
subversive activities against our country. First, they have 
tried to enroll young Togolese living in France, but 
having failed, they managed to operate in neighboring 
countries and centered their activities on campuses. But 
once again, the Togolese students they wanted to manip- 
ulate reyected them. 


They have now been caught red-handed, and the one 
who was arrested was only a subordinate. The master- 
mind has been identified. We know that he is among 
those who have benefited the most from this regime. The 
security service has been closely monitoring their activ- 
ities and is aware that they have close ties with the 
terrorist networks which attacked our country on 23 
September 1986. They are also aware that they have 
been linked to several plots aimed at a destabilizing our 
country. Now that students elswhere are deprived of 
their scholarships for lack of money and workers have to 
wait for months before being paid, how can we not 
support the saving action that the 13 January man 
[reference to President Eyadema] has been carrying out 
for almost 23 years to safeguard the dignity, pride, 
welfare, and progress of the Togolese people. Those who 
dream of establishing political systems in our country 
which are unsuitable to our realities through lies, dispar- 
agement, and violence, will fail, for the Togolese people 
are mobilized behind our major party of national union, 
the RPT, and will never support their subversive maneu- 
vers. The RPT remains our ideal framework of dialogue 
and cooperation, where all Togolese have agreed to pool 
their efforts for national construction in peace, soli- 
darity, and dignity. 


This provides an opportunity for us to express to Presi- 
dent Felix Houphouet-Boigny, the wise man of Africa, 
his government, and the brotherly people of Ivory Coast, 
Our sincere gratitude and congratulations for this vigilant 
and efficient action by the Ivorian security forces, which 
helped dismantle this network of subversive agents. 
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